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The Colonial Secretary : Yes.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : Then that
would meet Mr. Sanderson’s desire.
Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Hon. A, SANDERSON moved an
amendment-—

That in line 7 of Subclause 2 the
words “of hiz competence” be struck
out and the following inserted in liew,
“that the applicant has passed such test
of wuniform efficiency as may be pro-
vided for by the Minister by regulation.”

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: The best course
was to leave the clause as it stood and
allow the regulations to provide for this
matter.

Hon. F. DAVIS : Even if the amend-
ment were passed and a uniform stand-
ard were fixed, the difficulty would arise
as to whether the various loecal beodies
would be competent to administer the
tremely desirable that there should be some
somebody appointed to whom a person
could appeal in the event of the loeal
body not being competent to administer
the test.

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN : The amend-
ment should be carried. It was true that
the Minister might achieve this object
without the amendment, but it was ex-
tremely desirable that there should be
some reference in the Bill to a uniform
test of efMficieney. The Committee were evi-
dently of opinion that a uniform test of
efiicieney was desirable for the whole of
Western Australia, and the amendment
would be practically a direction to the
Minister to prepare some system by
which a uniform standard of efficiency
would be required. In the event of that
certificate being presented to the local
anthority it eould net be overridden.

Hon. Sir E. II. WITTENOOM : See-
ing in the Bill provision for the licens-
ing of motor drivers, one never suppose:l
that persons would be able to apply for a
license without an examination or certifi-
cate. He had the strongest objection to see-
ing women driving motor cars, and he had
been congratulating himself that the
Government had made provision to pre-
vent unqualified persons driving. If was
extremely desirable that a driver sbould
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have a certificate of efficieney, and that
certificate would be some indieation to
the local authority as to the applicant’s
personal character. It would be impos-
sible for any loecal anthority to say
whefher a man was efficient or not un-
less he had some certificate.

Progress reported.

BILL—CRIMINAL CODE AMEND.
MENT.

Received from the Legislative Assem-
bly and read a first time.

House adjourned at 6.17 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED,

By the Minister for Works: By-lawa
of the Municipality of Geraldton.

By the Minister for Lands: 1, Regu-
lations under Section 18 of The Public
Library, Musenm, and Art Gallery Aet,
1911. 2, By-laws under The Health
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Act, 1911-12 of (a) the Kalgoorlie Road
Board; (b) the Municipality of Broome.
3, Amendment of Prisons Regulation
No. 187. 4, Documents -under Sec-
tion 60 of The Life Assurance Com-
panies Aet, 1889, from the National
Mutual Life Association of Australia,
Limiled; Australian Mutual Provident
Society; Colonial Mutual Life Assurance
Society, Limited; Australasian Temper-
ance and General Muiual Life Assarance
Society, Limited; Mutual Life and Citi-
zens’ Assurance Company, Limited; Mu-
tual Life Insurance Company of New
York; Equitable Life Assurance Society
of the United States.

By the Hon, W. C. Angwin (Honorary
Minister) : Plans in conuvection with the
City of Perth Improvement Bill.

QUESTION — FREMANTLE HAR-
BOUR EXTENSION.

Mr. CARPENTER asked the Minister

for Works: 1, Has any estimate been
made of the cost of extending the F're-
mantle harbour to Rocky Bay, including
cost of removal of existing bridges, diver-
sion of roads and railways, resumption
of private properties, erection of new
bridges, dredging, wharf eonstrunetion and
equipment? 2, If so, what is the amount
of such estimate?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: No estimate has been submitted
by the Engineer-in-Chief for the consi-
deration of this or any previous Govern-
ments,

QUESTION — SCHOOL ACCOMMO-

DATION, CLAREMOXT AND
COTTESLOE,

AMr. WISDOM asked the Minister for
Eduecation: 1, What number of pupils
can be accommodaied in the proper elass-
rooms of the following schools, allowing
the correct space for each pupil:-—(a)
Claremont main sehool, (b} North Clare-
mont school, (e) Cottesloe sehool, (d)
North Cottesloe sechool, {e) Cottesloe
Beach school? 2, What is the namber of
pupils attending each of these schools?
3, How many pupils are being accommo-
dated ountside of the proper elass-rooms
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of each of the schools named? 4, What is
the nature of the acecommodation which
is being used for pupils, and which is
not part of the proper school class-rooms
in the case of each of these schools? 5,
What premises are being used other than
the property of the department in each
case? G, On what terms are they held?
7, For what term? 8, What is the rent in
each case?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
replied: 1, Claremont 452 (excluding sei-
ence room), North Claremont 157, Cot-
tesloe 366, North Cottesloe 87, Buckland
Hill 120, Claremont Infants’ 211, Cottes-
loe Infants’ 208. 2, Enrolment at the end
of September.—Claremont 499, North
Claremont 156, Cottesloe 4G4, North Cot-
tesipe 95, Buckland Hill 130, Claremont
Infants’ 214, Cottesloe Infants’ 244,
Average attendance for September.—
Clarcmont 466, North Claremont 163,
Cottesloe 427, North Cottestoe 86, Buck-
land Hill 120, Claremont Infants’ 193,
Cottesloe Infants’ 186. 3, Claremont—
Presbyterian Hall 44, hatroom 20, veran-
dah 25, North Claremont—=Shelter shed
40; Cottesloe—Rechabite Hall 53; North
Cottesloe——Chureh of England Mission
Hall 95; Bucekland Hill—-XNil; Claremont
Infants’ — Nil;  Cottesloe  Infants'—
School Ilall 65. 4. See answer to No. 3.
5, Presbyterian Hall, Claremonl; Recha-
hite Hall, Cottesloe; Church of England
Mission Hall, North Cottesloe. 6, Pres-
byterian and Rechabite Halls—weekly
tenaneyv: Church of England Mission Hall
—monthly tenancy. 7, Until more suit-
able accommodation ecan be provided. 8,
Preshyterian Hall, £1 per week; Recha-
bite Hzall, 10s, per week; Church of Eng-
land Mission Hall, £1 per month,

BILL — CRIMINAI: CODE AMEND-
MENT.

Read a third time and traosmitted to
the Legislative Council.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.
1, Stamp Act Amendment.
2, Electrie Light and Power Agreement.
Iniroduced by the Minister for Lands
(for the Premier).
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RETURN—CRUELTY TO ANIMALS,
MOORA PROSECUTIONS,

Mr. LANDER (East Perth) moved-

That a return be laid upon the Table
of the House showing—1, The number
of euses for cruelly to animals in the
Moara police eourt for the pust 12
monihs, 2, The names of the complain-
ants and defendants in each case; the
names of the magistrates, and their de-
cisions.

The ohject in moving the motion was be-
cause he certainly thought that one case,
instead of being a prosecution had been
a perrecution. In his opinion a gross in-
justice had been done to a mentleman
named Murphy, in eonsequence of his
horse having been destroyed. Tf we al-
lowed this sort of thing it wonld not be
safe for » horse belonging to either a big
man or a small man to be sent in to a
station, This horse was sent to the sta-
tion; it bad a small growth beside the
vulva. Without attempting to find out
whether the growth was of a simple or
maglignant nature, the horse was ordered
to be destroyed. It was most unfair to
allow such a precedent to be esiablished
in any police court in the country. Ii
was indisecreet on the part of the court
and an injustice had been done to Alr.
Murphy. We had heard from the same
district of horses suffering from sores as
laree as cocoanuts having been tfaken to
the court and the owners had been fined
merely nominal sums.

Hon, J. Mitehell: Always wrong at
Moora. '

Mr. LANDER: It was not his opinion
that they were always wrong at Moora.
An injustice bad heen done. THe had
geenn in Western Anstralia during the last
17 vears as many horses suffering from
sore shoulders as any man had seen. If
the magistrate had inflicted nominal fines
in the other cases, it was unfanr. In the
case of Mr, Murphy an injustice had bheen
done and he was sure the hon. member
for the district could bear out what he
had said.

Question pot and passed.
(70]
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RETURN—RAILAWAY  SECTIONAL
RETURNS, PROFIT OR LOSS.
Mr. GREEXN (Kalgoorlie) moved—

That a return be laid vpon the Table
of the House showing the profit or loss
by sections on the following railway
lines:—(a) Yilgarn line from Merredin
to Kalgoorlie (from date of epening to
present time)., (L) Kalgoorlie io Leo-
nure and Laverton, {¢) Great Southern.

{d) Murchison, (e) Metropolitan and

Suburban, (f) Bunbury, (g) Profit or

loss  (separately) of all branch and

spur lines throughout the State.

Ie said: My desire in asking that this

report be furnished is because 1 consider

it is only a business proposition. In any
privale business of awny extent such as,
say, Brennan Dros., each different depart-
meni has its debits and erediis duly kept
in the books of the firm. The Manchester
and the millinery and the other depart-
ments are shown separately, and the heads
of the hasiness know how each different
department is paying. I admit that the
report of the Commissioner of Railways
is an elaborate owe, but it fails to fur-
uish to hon. members who, affer all have
lo answer to the country, particulars as
to how each parfieniar line has paid.

This detailed return has been asked for

from the Eastern Goldfields distriet for

some years, heeause we recognise that we
have borne a large amouni, indeed the
lion’s share, in the matter of railways.

Mr, George: Are you sure?

Mr. GREEN: Absolutely sare, The
hon. member’s knowledge is aneient his-
tory. Even with regard to the construe-
tion of railways in the Eastern (Goldfields

" areas, they were paid for by {he people

becanse the contractors had the right te
charge for freights while the railways
were being built, That, of course, the
hon. ember knows full well. There is
nolhing io show the ¥onse just what each
line is paying. It is true that in one por-
tion of the report there is a deiailed state-
ment with rezard to new lines. The Mini-
ster, I hope, will not proceed to point
ont that it will be an impessibility to
prepare this return on acconnt of one
line overlapping another. but any objec-
tion that might be raised could veadily be
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dismissed, and would be dismissed, if the
Railways were run by private people,
If the railways were ran by pri-
vate people, each section would be
detailed so that the -company wonld
know exacilly how each particular
sechon was doing, and T contend it is
due 15 the members of this House to know
how the different sections of the railroads
{lrougliout the Stale contribute towards
the revenne. When we come to consider
that we have 8,000 employees and nearly
15 millions of capital invested in the rail-
ways, with a mileage of 3,150, it is ap-
parent that a sectional retarn should be
provided. T admit that the return so far
as il zoes, i1s good and elaborate in de-
tai!, and an immense amount of work is
involved in its preparation, but I contend
that a larze amount of its usefulness is
absolutely curtailed bhecause of the ab-
sence of this very necessary information
which I am seeking. I bave much plea-
sure in moving the motion.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon, P. Collier) : T hope the hon, mem-
ber will not press this motion, for the
reason that it would be impossible to sup-
ply the information.

Mr. Green: A private company would
not admit that.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
I may say that there is no comparison at
all between the private eoncerns referred
to by the hon. member and a business like
that of the State railways. I hold that
the information given with regard to the
earnings of the railways and which ap-
pears in the anunal report of the Commis-
sioner, is as full as ean reasonably be ex-
pected,

Mr. George: Hear, hear. :

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
The hon. member will realise that it is
impossible to apportion a fair share of
the earnings and expenditure of a through
line, say from Kalgoorlie to Laverton,
when there are bookings from Perth and
all along the line right through to Laver-
ton. Tt would be impossible to expect the
department to get ont figures such as is
snggected in paragraph (a) of the hon.
raember’s motion. and to prepare a state-
ment showing the profit and loss on the
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section Trom Merredin to Kalgoorlie, as
the hon. member desires, will be abso-
lutely impossible,

Nt George: What does he want it for,
and what good would it do?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Even if the information were desirable, L
say it is impossible to pick out the earn-
ings and the expenditure on such a see-
tion when it is only a gap in the centre
of a line 600 miles in length, If if were
convenient or possible to supply the in-
formation, there would be no reason on
the part of the Railway Department why
it should not be supplied, as well as the
information which the hon. member will
find on page 79 of the Commissioner’s re-
port, where the results of the operations
of 20 spur lines are given. There is no
reason why the department should cover
up the operations of this partieular sec-
lion any more than there is that this
should be shown in Appendiz R. On page
79 the hon. member will find the fullest
possible information with regard to the
operations of these lines, and he will see
there a reference to the loss sustained on
the Hopetoun-Ravensthorpe and Port
Hedland - Marble Bar lines, which
amounted to no less than £61,813.

Mr, Green: That proves that what I
am asking for is practicable,

Mr. George: But these are separate
sections altogether,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
The member for Kalgoorlie shonld real-
ise that it is quite different where we
have separate sections, such as those two
lines are. It is possible in these cireum-
stances to give the information he is ask-

+ ing for, but it is quite hopeless for him

lo expect the department to supply the
information for a section of the Yilgarn
line, and moreover, to go back for a per-
iod of 18 years.

Mr, McDowall:
ports.

The MINTSTER FOR RATLWAYS:
The information the member for Kalgoor-
lie is asking for with regard to the Yil-
garn-Kalgoorlie line has never anmeared
in anv renort. for the reacan that it wa-ld
hf‘ Ri"‘l’l"‘l“ imnpaeikin n tala tha -a-.Yg

af the woarlkine ~F & masbian ce- T oy

They are all in the re-
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Merredin to Kalgoorlie, out of a line
which is G600 miles in length. I would
like to point out to the hon, member that,
after all, Kalgoorlie is not bearing the
lion’'s share of the operations of these
railways, as he thinks,

Mr, Green: I did not say Kalgoorlie,
I said the Eastern goldfields.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Nor the eastern goldfields. The total rev-
enue from the goldfields may be large in
eomparison with the total reeeipts from
the other lines, but that is only by reason
of the faet that the goldfields are doing
a big business. The rates to Kalgoorlie
are on the same proportion as the rates
elsewhere.

Mr. Green: T know that.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Then it is not correct {o say that the gold-
fields are bearing the lion’s share,

Mr. Green: That 1s to say that the
people have to pay a higher impost for
evervthing they eat and wear.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Thev are not paying a higher rate than
the people of the Great Southern,

Mv. Green: They are further away.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Of course, but surely the hon. member
will not use as an argument the fact that
the people of the goldfields happen o be
farther away.

Mr. George:
1here.

The MINISTER FOR RAJLWAYS:
T know the member for Murray-Welling-
fon is anxious to give the member for Kal-
woorlie some information on this subject,
and T appreciate his anxiety to assist me
in this matter. T repeat that the people
on the goldfields are not paying any
higher rate than other people, and it is
not fair to say they are paying more be-
eause they happen to be further away
from the seaboard,

Mr. Green: They have to pay more
out of each individual pocket,

Mr. Flarper: They are getting a good
water scheme, too.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
They are getting a good many things up
there., T hope the hon. member will not
press his motion, simply beeause it will

They get bigger wages
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be impossibleto supply him with the in-
formation he wants. The Commissioner
for Railways, in his report for 1912,
louched upon this matter, and I will read
wlhat he had to say with regard to it—
The completion of the Boyup-Kojon-

up section which was opened on 21st

May, 1012, converted the spur lines

from Katanning to Kojonup and

Donnybrook to Boyup into a throngh

means of access hetween the Great

Sonthern and South-Western railways.

With the carriage of through traffie it

immediately became almost a matter of

impossibility to alloeate fo the Katan-
ning-Kojonup-Boyup-Donnybrook line
the carnings of traffie originating
therefrom or the proportion of ex-
penditure for which such trafic was re-
sponsible, and direetions were therefore
given that in such cases the separate
returns of results would be discon-
tinued. Tn the case of a spur line it is
not difficult to aceurately compute the
traffic, which it created and the ex-
penditure which it entails, the fignres
being compiled from retnrns prepared
at the junction slations. When, how-
ever, a through eonnection is made,
and through traffic enters into the eal-
culation, the allocation of earnings and
expenditure creditable to that partien-
lar seetion hecomes so intricate as to
render accuracy almost impossible.
I thiok that fairly snms up the ease. If
an attempt were made to get out the in-
formation no reliance conld be placed up-
on its accuracy for the simple reason that
it would be impossible to learn what
ought properly to be eredited.

Mr, George: And the hon. member
would not he 2 member of the Honse hy
the time the return was completed.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
I was going to add that before the return
asked for was completed we should have a
considerable addition to our deficit in that
we would have to employ seores of elerks

who would be oecupied I @0 nob
know how many months in order
to get out such a statement, I
hope the hon. member will bhe

confent with the information which is
supplied in the Commissioner’s annual re-
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port, which is all that the department has
lo zive and all that it is possible for the
department to furnish at the present time.

Mr. GEORGE (Mwrray-Wellington) :
Perhaps I may be allowed to say a few
words in  connection with the motion.
First of all T should like to assure the
member for (‘oolgardie, who made a re-
mark a few moments ago, that returns
had heen given and that he could show
them. Perhaps it will be news to him if
1 state how those returns were compiled,
and the way in which similar returns can
be compiled to-day.

Mr. McDowall: Yon admit they were
compiled,

Mr. GEORGE: Yes, but I also wish to
state they uare absolulely unreliable from
the point of view of the member for Kal-
goorlie.  The way in which they were
compiled, and the only way in which simi-
lar returns can be compiled to-day, is to
take the mileage and take the average
rate per ton of train mileage, as shown
in the return, and ecalenlated aceordingly.
With regard to the separate svstems, such
as that at Port Hedland—a self-contained
system—returns can be given quite acen-
rately, and I helieve are given. as the hon,
member desires, But when we have a
portion of a large system as the hon.
member mentions in his motion, it is abso-
lutely impossible, I do not like the word
“mmpossible,” and T rarely use it unless I
am compelled to do so, but if my experi-
ence can earry any weight in this House
T say it is absolutely impossible for such
a relurn to be prepared. The cost of
preparing it would be enormous, the time
which would be required to prepare it
would also be enormous, and I may in-
form the hon. member that in 1903. the
then member for Wellington, Mr.
Teesdale Smith, asked for a return
in connection with the railways, and that
retwrn has nof vet been completed.
Whether it is still in eourse of prepara-
tion T ecannot say .

Mr. Green: Did they ever start it?

Mr. GEORGE: Yes, and they earried
it on for two and a half years, when I
came on the scene. But whether it has
been continued sinee T left the railways
I canpot say. I will not take up many

“{ion less

[ASSEMBLY.]

minntes of the time of the House, but I
would like to point out that if the hon.
member wauts an absolufely eorrect re-
inrn—of course anything else would be
useless —every ftransaction that takes
place from every station to every other
station in Western Australia must be
given, and it must be divided up into
each partienlar section of the railway
thal is eoncerned. When I tell the hon.
member the system on which the rate-
book i3 made up—it goes wp fo the
first hundred miles at so much per mile,
and for the next hundred miles nt a frae-
per mile and so on with
each handred miles uantil it gets to
the limit—he will see the diffieulty in ap-
portioning a freight of, say, 2s. 6d. It is
no unusual thing for a single case of
fruit to be sent from the South-West to
Kalgoorlie or Leonora and the whole of
that freight comes into this graded redue-
tion of pence per mile as the distanece ex-
pands. The hon. member who has ex-
perience and common sepse—] am not
pulling his leg—will see at onece that to
take every calenlation—and it must be
done—the game is not worth the candle.
What is it that hon. gentleman is after
when all is said and done ?

Mz, Green: A business proposition.

Mr. GEORGE: 1 do not see that, I
do not think the hon. member’s motives
ean be impeached. I take it that he is
voleing the opinions which are expressed
by many persons on the goldfields that
the goldfields are unfairly charged, but
what good is this return?

Myr. Green: We will get the thing on a
business basis,

Mr, GEORGE: The railways of West-
ern Australia are on a business basis to-
day, there can be no denying that the re-
port of the Commissioner of Railways
is a type and a pattern for all the rail-
ways of Australia and it is o pattern for
the older railways of the world. I am
not impeaching the hon. member's mo-
tives, but he is asking the House to en-
dorse a motion which must throw on the
staff of the railways work which they are
inadequate, in their numbers, to carty
out. Their ability no one will guestion.
The actnarial staff of the Western Aus-
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tralian railways is equal to any staff in
Anstralia. and they are working to-day—
and I presame the Commissioner of
Railways to-day does what the Commus-
sioner of Railways who preceded him did
—to see that the work is carried ant at
the least possible expense. This return
will interfere with the daily routine of
the staff. There is no nine o’clock to
four o'clock about the railway aceount-
ants' staff, at any rate, it was not so in
my time and I do not believe there is to-
day. If the hon. member would show
that any particular good could come
from this return, well and good. If he
could show it was going to do good, if
he could show that more economy could
be effected or some injustice would be put
right, there might be something in it. I
will not suggest that it is idle euriosity.
but the hon. member represents a num-
ber of persons on the goldfields who be-
lieve that the Eastern Goldfields railway
is the main thing, the king pin of the
Western Australian railways. No one
will deny that as far as this railway is
concerned it has been a big source of
revenue, but in the first instance what
happened? When the railway was buill
it was considered by the people on the
goldfields at that time and for some time
afterwards that they were willing to pay
what Mr. C. ¥. (’Connor considered just,
a higher rate from Northam upwards, be-
canse the length of life of the goldfields
was considered problematical and there-
fore the people had the convenience
of the railway and were expected,
and did for some time pay 325
per cent. more rates; bul it was not a
very long time before the Parliament
of the State decided that the ordinary
rates should apply to the goldfields rail-
way and they have applied. If the hon.
member takes the freight from Perth to
Kalgoorlie, the 337 miles, and takes any
one single rate on merchandise and
divides it by the 387 miles and then takes
any item and divides it np by 50 he will
se¢ a considerable difference. The differ-
ence 1s so great that it will strike the hon.
gentleman in a moment. The hon. mem.
ber mey say that is only dealing with it
in one way, but he has failed to show
any satisfactory resson why the return
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should be got out and from what the
Minister for Railways says, and from
what I know-—and he may take that at
his own valuation—if the motion is passed
the hon. gentleman will live a good many
vears before he will see that re-
turn prepared. A special staff of
¢lerks will have 1o be put on and
then this veturn will not he worth
{he paper it is written on. Every par-
ticular item that passed from one station
to another station—and there are hund-
reds of thousands of items passing from
one station to another—will bave to be
locked into, FEvery railway ticket issued
will have to be analysed and dissected
and brought to acconnt. I have told the
hon. member the plain faciz. TDoes he
think it wise to persist in a matter of
this kind now? T am nol speaking as
Commissioner of Railways, T am speak-
ing with the experience I had as com-
missioner and my knowledge of the ac-
connts which I instituted in that depart-
ment. The return will impose on the ae-
eountant’s braneh work which would be
unfair to them and the information will
have no particularly good bearing and it
will eost the counfry a lot of wmoney.
I think the motion should be rejeeted.

Mr. MeDOWALL (Coolgardie) : T did
not intend fo speak on this question and
it is only throngh an interjection which
I made, that these sectional returns were
kept fairly accurately, that 1 now
address the House. I am not going so
far as to say thal any great or good
purpose will be served by entering into
this work, but at the same time, a great
ameunt of this information ean be ob-
tained from the pasf returns without eon-
siderable trouble. It can so easily be ob-
tained. T spoke on the Loan Estimates
last year npon remarks made by various
members, notably the member for Pin-
gelly (Mr, Harper)—my remarks are too
long to rend in extenso, but a paragraph
or two will be quite sufficient to illustrate
what I was saying—

The hon. member for Pingelly is con-
stantly making accusations about what
has been done for the goldfields. It is
only a little while ago that he praeti-
cally said that Coolgardie and the East-
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ern Goldfields were pampered and that
le had a dislike for them greater than
he had for the Murchison, because the
Murchison fields were not pampered.
And it is because of this constant and
irritating defamation of the goldfields
that I wish to say that they are not
under any compliment to anybody.
I think there were three systems of rail-
ways, but the speech is far too long to
remember what I said last session withont
going through the whole of my remarks,
but take the section known as the
eastern railway to Northam, the pro-
fits are given on that particnlar see-
tion. Then there was the construction of
the railway from Northam to the gold-
fields and the profits are given in these
returns of that partieular section, I am
explaining that this information down lo
1903 ean practically be obtained from the
returns in existence as near as is sufficient
for the purposes of the hon. member for
Kalgoorlie. From 1903 onwards it would
he a difficu)t maiter to go through the
books if thev have not been kept in that
manner since. 1 went on to say last ses-
Alon—
To make a Jong story short, the East-
ern railway from 1390 to 1903, when
sectional returns ceased. showed a profit
of £380,135. Then take the goldfields
railvay from Northam, it showed a
profit of £716,538, or making a iofal
for the two lines of over one and a
quarter million pounds over and above
interest on the cost of eonstruection, and
working and managing expenses of
every possible description. That money
went into the Consolidated Revenune f
the State. Then after 1903 the see-
tional returns ceased, for what reason
1 do not know, In that year the min-
ing industry was at its height and pro-
duced between eight million and nine
millien pounds worth of gold. It is
reasonable to assume that the railway
earnings for some years after that were
considerable, and that a large amount
of money was contributed by the gold-
fields in this way.
My object in bringing these figures for-
ward was to show it was unreasonable to
be always making ount that the goldfields
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were not of the value we maintained they
were to the State and T went on to prove,
when people talked about pandering to
the goldfields, the immense amount of
monhey paid into the Consolidated Rev-
ente of the State in consequence of the
traffic to the goldfields. 1 showed that
there was one and a quarter million pounds
in profit from the goldfields line paid
into Consolidated Revenue to 1903, Now
1903 was a record year of the goldfields
production and from 1903 ouwards it is
reasonable to assume that a very laree
amount of profit was paid into the Con-

solidated Revenne of the country
from the goldfields. As I Thave
already stated, T only rose on ac-
eount of my interjection and I

bave no desire to labour the question,
but the member for Kalgoorlie is desirous,
as T have been, to get some official record
as to how the goldfields stand in regard to
the State.

Mr. George: With what object?

Mr. MeDOWALL: At the present time
it may not be of mueh use. It is not a
bit of use arguing. If I were to point
out the most potent faets in eonnection
with the goldfields, members on the other
side would say that this is nothing com-
rared with what is going to be obtained
from agriculture. I have no desire to de-
preciate agriculture, 1 believe in it as
much as hon. members opposite do, but
we should not lose sight of the industry
whieh has done suach a lot for the eountry
and which is producing such magnificent
returns at the present time.

Mr. Harper: We are fighting for it.

Mr. MeDOWALL: Then yon are fight-
ing in a most pecnliar manner. I think
I have a fair grasp of the way to fight
and Dolster up a thing. If I happened
to be fichting for anything I should not
be continually erying stinking fish and
saying that the lodes were petering out,
that the lodes wonld be dead in no time.
If I were fighting for a thing which T
thought to be true, that is not the line of
argument I should adopt. I should pass
it over and stiek up for what T desire io
support and stick up for it in langnage
of guite another character. Having said
so much, let me add that T would like to
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see the return asked for by the hon. mem-
ber produced, but I realise with the
Minister for Railways that the labour
which would be entailed in obtaining thia
report, would be altogether out of propor-
tion to the value of the return when ob-
tained, especially at this junciure of the
history of the State, when we want to
drop all questions of poldfields versus
coastal district, to drop all questions of
agricultural produetion versus gold pro-
duction, and treat the lot az one harmou-
ions whole, Therefore, I say it would nol
be of any greal advantage to the State
to have the return asked for by the hon.
member, prepared and laid before Lhe
House.

Mr. GREEN (in reply) : I must express
regret at the bostility that has been shown
to the proposition in some quarters. The
main objection that has been urged
against it is that it is impessible, and
when we hear the member for Murray-
Wellington, who prides himself upon Jn-
ing things and finding no difficulty in any-
thing, making an objection of this c¢har-
acter, we must come to the conelusion
that he is evidently not the fighting Brit-
isher he thinks he is. 1 recognise thal
tlere would be considerable difficulty in
getting out this return, but I contend that
sooner or later in this State 2 return of
that character will be kepi in regurd lo
the railways as a business proposition.

Mr. O'Loghlen: What good will it do?

Mr, GREEN: What good are any of
the returns laid before hon. members of
this House? We desire to have the full-
est information regarding the trading con-
cerns of this State, and T have not been
satisfied by the arguments put forward
by the Minister for Railways and the
member for Murray-Wellington that the
returns attached to the Commissioner's
annual report, good and full as they are.
are complete in regard to the working
of the railways when we are not given
sectional returns for the different paris
of the State.

Mr. O'Loghlen: The spur lines have
been shown.

*"v. GREEN: They have been shown
in te published report, and it has been
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freely admitted ihat the information I am
asking for was kept until 1903.

Mr. George: It was not Lept.
You how it was eomputed,

Mr. GRREN: Was the hon. member
comunissioner at that time ¢

Mr. George : In 1903, yes.

Mr. GREEN: Well, more shame to
the hon, member to admit that a fictitions
return was foisted on the Parliament of
the State, when members believed they
were getting something that was genuine
and not cooked. 1f it is really impos-
sible, and I doubt it very mueh, to get the
return asked for, T trust that the time
will come soon when returns will be kept
of the operations of ihe separate see-
tions, and I, as a Labourite, wish to see
it inangurated under the Labour regime.
I hope the Minister for Railways will take
steps to see that a return of this kind 1s
kept, because I contend that the return
we have from the Commissioner of Rail-
ways is not complete without sectional
details.

Question put and negatived.

I told

PAPERS—FREMANTLE GAOL, DIS-
MISSAL OF WARDERS,

Mr. CARPENTER

moved—
That oll papers in conmection with
the dismissal of warders, recent and
pending, from the Fremantle Gaol be
laid upon the Table of the House.
As the terms of the motion implied, the
matter to which it referred had not been
finally dealt with, and it bad been sng-
gested that the produection of the papers,
before the matter had been determined,
might in some way harass the Minister.
Therefore, he had been advised to defer
moving the motion until the subjeet had
been finally dealt with by Cabinet. He
had no desire to harass the Minister in
charge of the Department, and he was
quite willing, if the motion was earried,
that the papers should be withheld until
the matter had been finally dealt with.

Hon. J, Mitchell : If the motion is
carried, that will be for the House Lo
say.

(Fremantle)
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Mr, CARPENTER : The House would
not ask the Governnient to put the
papers on the Table until the matter kad
been sctiled.

The Minister for Works: If the
Honse says that the papers are to he
tabled, they must he tabled.

Mr. CARPENTER :  The 1louse did
not give any direction as to vhen ihe
Government should do it.  Time und
again he had heard houn. members ask
when' certain papers whieh had been or-
dered to be tabled or returns which had
been moved for months ago, wonld he
produced. In this case the Governwment
would be quite justified in wifhholding
the papers for a week or two.

My, O’Loghlen: Bring the motion up
later in thie session.

My, CARPENTER : Very shortly
the usnal motion would be moved shunt-
ing members’ business aside for the re-
mainder of the session, and there would
be no cpportunity of moving the motion.
He asked the Government to allow the
motion to go through, and if they wished
to defer the placing of the papers on the
Table, he wonld have no objection.

Mr. DWYER (Perth) seconded the
motion,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister) : Tt was true that the hon. mem-
ber had been asked to postpone his mo-
tion and had not thought it advisable to
do so; therefore, it would be necessary
for the Government to oppose the mo-
tion,

My, Carpender : What for ¢

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary Min-
iatery ¢+ No one knew hetter than the
hon. member that the papers to which
he referred were being dealt with by the
Minister controlling the CGaols Depari-
mut. Matters had come forward in re-
gard to the dismissal of warders, whiel
it was necessary the Minister should
closely serutinise, and he eould not earry
out the administralion of his office if
these papers were placed on the Table
and allowed to remain there for the re-
mainder of the session. The-tabling of
the papers might not harass the Minis-
ter, but it weuld prevent him from ecarry-
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ing ont his public duty. It was useless
for the hon. member to state that when
papers were moved for, the Government
could please themselves as to whethor
they placed them on the Tahle or not.
It bad been the usual practice, no matter
who oveupied the Treasury benches, for
papets to be placed on the Table as soon
as possible afier they had been ordeved.
What the hon, member had said in re-
gard to retnrns not being produced for a
considerable time was true, but only last
week when the member for East Perth had
moved for a return, he was informed that
it was doubtful whether it wounld be pos-
sible to get the return prepared before
the close of the session. With papers
such as these, however, there was no
necessity for delaying the placing of them
on the Table. The remarks of the hon.
wember for Fremantle showed that he
realised it was iropossible for the papers to
he put ou the Table. He regretted that
he would have to oppose the motion.

Hon. J, MITCHELL (XNortham): The
lton. member for Fremantle had not given
the slightest reason why the papers should
he placed on the Table,

Mr. O'Loghlen: Is it necessary?

Hon, J, MITCHELL: TUsually a mem-
ber had to produce very good reasons, or
his motion for the production of papers
would be opposed by the Government.
The member for Fremantle had been al-
most apologetic, and stated that if the
Government allowed the motion to go
through, they could produce the papers
when they liked. If was to be hoped that
the business of the House was not to he
carriedl on in that way. He trosted that
when papers were ordered by the Honse,
the Government would produce them, It
was not for the Minister or the hon. mem-
her to say just when the papers should be
brought down, if the House had deter-
mined to have them., When any hon,
member moved for papers, partienlarly
papers relating to State business and the
control of public officials, he should give
good reasons, This was a question of dis-
cipline, and the Hounse was asked without
a word of reason, to order the production
of the pavers. He agreed entirely with
the Honorary Minister that the hon. mem-
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ber for Fremantle had shown no reason
at all why he should have the papers.

The MINISTER ¥OR LANDS (Hon,
T. H. Bath): The position as pointed
out by the Honorary Minister was very
clear in this matter. At the present time
there were matters in conneetion with the
partieular question of dismissal which
were the subject of an inguiry, and the
fact that that inguiry was proceeding,
that the Honorary Minister himself was
dealing with it, made it altogether inad-
visable that these papers should be put
on the Table. Of eourse it was not pos-
sible under a motion of this kind for Min-
isters to decide for themselves the par-
ticular time when they would place the
papers on the Table. The fact that a
motion was carried by members of this
House implied that, with reasonable dili-
gence, the papers should be produeced.
Under those cireumstances he thought it
would have heen better for the hon. mem-
ber to have postponed his motion, either
with the idea of introdueing it at a later
date, or alternatively of approaching the
Minister controlling the department, and
asking him whether at a later date when
the present objection was removed, and
the matter finally disposed of, he would
accept a formal motion on the matter, and
then enable the motion to be dealt with at
any partienlar time and not necessarily
on private members’ day. That was the
course he (the Minister for Lands) now
commended to the hon, member for Fre-
mantle. While there was the present ob-
jection to the production of the papers,

the hon. member should withdraw the
motion,
Mr, GEORGE (Murray-Weliington) :

There could hardly be any objection
to- this motion if the wording of it
applied only to “recent” dismissals of
warders, becanse it would be presumed
that the hon, member for Fremantle (\r.
Carpenter) in asking for the papers was
satisfied that there was a possibility of an
injustiee having been done; but when the
hon. member went further and asked for
all the papers relating to dismissals that
were “pending,” then he was asking for
something which this House ecould not
reasonably grant. The Minister was re-

1897

sponsible for any action he tock, and it
would seetn that to place such papers on
the Table would be absolutely subversive
of discipline. The hon. member should
withdraw his motion for the present, and
later on when he felt he had some grounds
he should bring it on again.

Mr. Carpenter: I cannot bring it on
again.

Mr. GEORGE: The same thing could
be bronght on again by a variation of the
motion. He could show the hon. member
a way of doing it. The hon. member had
only the right at present to deal with dis-
missals that had been made recently, and
no doubt the Minister would do the same
for the hon. member as had been done
for him (Mr. George) on occasions—and
he was not a member of the same party—
that was, lel him have a look at the
papers; bot to ask that papers relating
to a matter that was inecomplete should
be laid on the Table of the House, was
not judieions in his opinion,

On wotion by the Minister for Works
debate adjourned,

MOTION — RAILWAY CHARGES,
LINES TUXDER CONSTRUCTIOX.

Mr. MONGER (York) moved—

That in order to ussist the setllers
served by railways now under construc-
tion, 1t is desirable that the charges
made by the Works Department should
he in aecordanece with the existing rail-
way tariff.

He =aid: My motion, as hon. members
will see, applies {o all railways now under
construction, namely, Wongan Hills-Mul-
lewa, Brooklon-Kunjinn, and that one in
which T am more particularly interested,
and to whieh T shall more partienlarly re-
fer this afterncon, the Wickepin-Merre-
din line. T will leave other hon. members
interested in the other lines to separate
or eonneet them as they think best in the
interest of their particular eleetors, and
either to support or decline to support
the motion as they may think fit. Tarly
in September the Minister for Works was
communicated with and asked when the
Wiekepin-Merredin line of railway would
be handed over to the Working Railways,
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and in the course of his reply stated that
he was vncertain as to when sueh would
take place. In the same letter he stated
that railway eonstruction rates would be
charged on all goods carried over that
particular line of railway. During the
past few weeks, in replying to & question
submitted by myself, the Minister for
Works informed the House that a portion
of this line, namely, from Bruce Rock to
Merredin, would be handed over by the
end of this year, and the balance, from
Bruce Rock to Wiekepin, some time in
Angust of next year, The route has been
connected by railway for the past two
months, and whilst we are told that one
portion of this line would be handed over
to the Working Railways in two months,
we are led to understand that the ballast-
ing of the other 90 miles iz going to take
10 months to accomplish, and enable the
Public Works Department to hand it
over, a completed job, to the Working
Railways. We have my friend the Min-
ister enlogising the department under his
control, and speaking of the splendid and
efficient staff he has, and of the great
work they have done and are prepared to
do. and only the other day, in the course
of inquiries made by the Press in connec-
tion with some proposition submitted by
the firm of Norton, Griffiths & Co. in con-
nection with the construction of a portion
of the Trans-Australian Railway, namely,
from Fremantle to Kalgoorlie, we are in-
formed, according to the Press, that the
Minister stated that the railways now au.
thorised, and those partly constructed,
would be completed within twelve months
from that time, and thus the Public
Works Department wonld be able to un-
dertake and handle this big work ifself.

The Minister for Works: T am not re-
sponsible for what the Press say.

Mr. MONGER: I think we may safely
say that by the time the Wyalecatchem-Mt.
Marshall Railway, and many other pro-
positions to which the Government are
ipractically bound, and, I presume, inelud-
ing that of the Norseran-Esperance line,
if these railways are to be completed
within that time, and it takes 10 months
to ballast 90 miles of track, instead of the
Public Works Department being in a
position to handle the Kalgoorlie-Fre-
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mantle seetion of the Trans-Australian
line to-day, it will be about 12 years be-
fore they can undertake it.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Do you think Norton,
Griffiths & Co. should be given the work?

Mr. MONGER: T am not referring to
Norton, Griffiths & Co. with that objeet,
and know nothing abont it. T am only
referring to what the Minisier is re-
ported in the paper to have said,

The Minister for Works: Yon never
read that in the West Australian.

Mr, MONGER: In response to another
question which I submitted to the Minis-
ler, asking what rates were now being
charged by the Public Works Department
for the carriage of goods over lines not
handed over by them, the Minister in-
{formed me that the present charge was
4d. per ton per mile, and the question of
a revision was now being considered. I
might say that if a charge of 4d, per ton
a mile is to be levied on those settlers
who are located between Bruce Rock and
Wickepin for the next 10 months, it is
going to place a very severe handieap
npon them and instead of the Ministry,
who declare themselves to be the friends
of the scttlers, being regarded in that
light, they will be looked upon as the
very reverse, Take the man mid-way be-
tween Bruece Rock and Wickepin, a dis-
tance of 45 miles. If be has to pay this
rate of 4d. per ton per mile he will bhe
charged 15s, per ton for his wheat or
fertiliser for those 45 miles. Ts it pos-
stble to think that any man ean grow
wheat and pay such penal charges as
those now being inflicted, and which it
was evidently the iniention of the Minis-
ter to give effect to so long as these rail-
ways are under the eontrol of the Works
Department. T feel confident that it
could not be the wish of hon, members
seated on the Ministerial side of the
House, and I know full well it is not the
desire of those seated on this side of the
House to see such exorbitant charges in-
flicted on these people, who went and
settled there on the strength of early
railway facilities being given to them,
and now find that, even when the line is
nearly completed many months are to
transpire before it will be in a condition
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to hand over to the Working Railways.
What is the reason given by the Minister?
That he has had to take away from fhat
line and piace the men engaged there on
lines in other parts of the State. We hear
of the vnemployed; we hear of men every
day begging and asking for work, Surely
to goodness when a track is so nearly com-
pleted one would think the least the Min-
ister eould do would be to spend a small
additional sum of money, complete the
line, hand it over to the Working Rail-
ways, and place the settlers in the best
position they conld expeet, So far as [
can judge, I undersiand that the cost of
ballasting wonld not exceed £100 a mile,
Does it seem fair and veasonable that a
line which has eost anything from £170,000
to £200,000 is to be hung up because the
Minister prefers to take away the labour
that has been engaged on that line and
utilise it on some other, instead of spend-
ing the small amount that would be re-
quired, some £3,000 or £9,000, to compleie
the thing and make it fit to hand over.
I can only hope that the Minister will
give more than ordinary consideration {o
this question, and at all events treat the
people south of Kunjinn, and between
Kunjinn and Wickepin in the same man-
ner as he has treated those north of Kun-
jinn, where the advantages are eonsider-
ably greater, where their initial expendi-
ture has not been anything like as great
as that ineurred by the settlers of the
sonth. I commend the motion to the fav-
ourable consideration of hon. members.

Mr. HARPER (Pingelly): I rise to
support the motion. T quile appreciate
the amount of good work that has been
done in regard to the construction of
some of our railways. I would like to
point ont to the Minister the great im-
portance it is to these people to have the
Wickepin-Merredin line taken over by
the Working Railways as soon as pos-
sible, The matter is of vital importance
to these people seftled on the land, to our
pioneers in that part of Western Austra-
lia who are doing good work in the in-
terests of the State. They deserve every
consideration at the hands of this or any
other Government. We require to keep
our people on the land, and to do this
we must encourage them. They are work-
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ing under very great disadvantages at
present in baving to pay 24d. per ton
per mile more than the ordinary rates.
"Tn other words, 4d, per ton per mile is
the present charge on lines under con-
stroetion, while the ordinary railway
freight is 11%d. per tan per mile. This
4d. represents a very great burden on
. the peaple who ave trying to develop the
country. Of eourse T know the people
appreciate having the line, but at the
same time their great distance from the
port is an immense handicap, and it is
onr dutv to zive those people all the en-
couragement we ean. By reducing their
freights 214d. per ton per mile we will
be giving tlem fair treatment. I was at
lL.ake Yealering last January when the
railway eame in. That railway is still
in the hands of the construction depart-
ment and during that time—-it is not al-
together the freight, perhaps, although
that is of vital imporfance, but if is the
irregularity of the trains—no proper re-
gnlations have been in force in regard
to the time at which trains arrive or de-
part. and so no cousideration whatever
is given to those people who have su
many hardships to endure on aecount of
their great distance from the seaport. T
do hope the Minister will see his way
to handing over the railway to the Work-
ing Railways. Then I wonld say he
might assist, at any rate, in having the
freight reduced from 4d. per ton per
mile to 1v%d. per ton per mile, and see
that some vegularity is introduced in re-
eard to the running of the irains, so that
the people may know when they are to
get their produce sent away, and when
to expect their necessary fertilisers.
Tnder the present conditions they do not
know anything abont these questions,
and so thev eanot determine the quan-
tities thev are to deal with. These are
essential points, and T would like the
Minister to do what he can to alleviate
the situation, These people deserve
more enenuragement than others, beeause
in the agrieultural industrv we have a
gtandbyv, and we know that the land will
respond and find a living for those
prepared to enllivate it. We require to
met the people on the land, and every
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encouragement should be given them,
even at the expense of other people more
fortunately situated.
those within easy distance of the mar-
kets shonld pay more per mile than those
so far away from the seaport.

Mr. O’Loghlen : Will you agree to an
increase of freights?

Mr. HARPER : Yes, I will agree to
support what T am stating. I think the
people in out-of-way places should have
every encouragement, and 1 hope the
Minister will agree to the motion.

Mr. BROUN (Beverley) : 1 desire to
support the motion becanse I also am an-
xions {o see a reduction made in the
railway freights on the Wickepin-Mer-
redin line. The settlers in that area have
been placed at a disadvantage owing to
having no railway facilities in their dis-
trict. On taking up the land in the first
instance they were promised a railway;
that was three years ago, and the rail-
way is not fairly open to earry their pro-
duce vet. Therefore T consider they are
entitled to a reduetion in freights to en-
able them to compete with those on the
old established railways.

The Minister for Works : Is it not au
improvement on their carting of last
vear 7

Mr, BROUY : Undoubtedly, but they
had very little to eart last vear. They
did not trouble to go in for cropping to
any extent and most of those who did
crop held over their wheat to await the
coming of the railway.

The Minister for Works : What was
the idea of ruslung the rails ont? Was it
not fo give them assistance ?

Mr, BROUN : Undoubtedly. I feel
cerfain the settlers in that area greatly
appreciate the efforts made by the Gov-
ernment to put out the line as speedily
as possible, but T fail to see why the
railway is being hung up for a consider-
able time merely on the seore of ballast
alone. The rails have been ecoupled
up now for about two months, vet ac-
cording to the Minister this line will not
be handed over to the Commmissioner of
Railways until it has been ballasted. Tt
has taken twelve months to ballast the
Wickepin line alone, Efforts shonld have

In my opinion

[ASSEMBLY.]

been made to have this ballasting done
mueh more speedily in order to enable the
line to be handed over in time for the set-
tlers to enjoy the advantage of having
their wheat from the coming harvest car-
ried over the railway at ordinary rates.
But I know there is a disadvantage as far
as construction is concerned in regard to

. this railway, and the Public Works De-

partment, like private contractors, do
not care about carrying produce over a
railway. They are not anxious to carry
produce over railways under construe-
tion, because of certain inconveniences
which they have to put up with; but I
think a line should be drawu between the
ordinary rates and the 4d4. per ton per
mile. )

The Minister for Works : That 1s not
the motion.
Mr. BROUN : Nof altogether, but

we are supporting the motion in the
tope of getting somewhere near the mark
in regard to charges. Take the half-way
point between Bruce Rock and Wicke-
pin, a distance of 45 miles. It would be
cheaper for some of the farmers te pay
the construction rate beyvund that 45
miles, to bring it through Lo the Green-
hills-Quairading line rather than send it
to Wickepin and on down the Greas
Southern. If we take the bhalf-way mark
we find that the cost would he 434d. per
bushel, and then in addition the freight
to Fremantle wonld he 4%4d., making a
total of 9d. per bushel on the wheat be-
fore it is landed on the wharf ready for
shipment.

The diinister for Works : What do
vou say is the freight from Bruee Rock
to Fremantle 7

Mr. BROUN :

The Minister for Works :
Working Railways?

Mr. BROUX : No, that is the ordinary
railway rates from Bruce Rock to T're-
mantle, namely 4%d. per bushel. The
freight from Bruece Rock to Wickepin, a
distapce of 45 miles, is 444d., thus making
a total of 9d. freight to the wharf at Fre-
mantle. In addition to this, if the set-
tlers have placed their orders for bags on
the market at a later date, they will have
to pay threepence per bushel for their

It is 4'4Ad. per bushel
That is the
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bags. That makes a shilling per bushel,
and the price of wheat on the wharf at
Fremantle is 3s. 4d., leaving the grower
only 2s. 4d, for his wheat. It is impos-
sible to profitably grow wheat at that
price. If only the Government would
bring about the system of bulk bandling
of wheat we could use our bags for four
years. (The new bags could be returned to
us from the ships, and we eonld use them
for four seasons. It would indeed be a
God-send in that respect if the Govern-
ment could institute the system of bulk
handling of wheat. These are my reasons
for supporting the motion. I am unable
to see how these settlers are going to make
a profit from their wheat during the com-
ing vear unless some reduetion is made in
the freight. The Minister ought to make
a special effort to have the wheat carried
for this year, It is not a large amount, T
admit, but it is large to the settlers, for
they have been there three years, making
no money and spending what they had on
developing their holdings. If they are
enabled to have their wheat carried over
the railway at the reduced rate they can
straightaway sell, if they so desire, to the
different buvers going round, or they can
truek it here and send it to the Old Coun-
try and reap the full henefit of the profit.
The time these construction rates will
have heen chargel will be sufficient burden
npon them, becanse on all the stuff they
gel there, their goods and fertilisers, they
have to pay the construction rate, which
is the same as on the stuff sent away
from the sidings down in this direetion.
The people there are not in a position to
stand this heavy strain on their finanges
owing to the great diffienlties with which
they have had to eontend, and if they are
not assisted, T feel sure that a certain
amount of disaster, failure and trouble
must occur among them. T have pleasure
in sapporting the motion.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY (Moore): This
motion seems to have talken somewhat the
form of a deputation to the Minister for
Works from those representing the agri-
eultura] districts, Hon. members on both
sides of the House ecannot but regard the
motion sympathetically heeaunse they must
be aware that on some of these new lands
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the people require assistance. I bave in
mind the Wongan Hills-Mullewa line set-
tlers who have been settled along the route
of the railway for three or four years.
They went there on the understanding
that a railway would be buili, and for
three or four years they have been strug-
gling through the initial stages of agri-
eultnral settlement. Recently they were
informed that the railway wonld - be
pusbed forward to remove their produce
after this harvest, and it has come as a
ereat blow to them to learn that the rates
charged are so much higher than those
now in exidtence on the railways gener-
ally. Tt is very desirable in the interests
of those who have been struggling for so
long to get a start that the Minister for
Works should do something to assist them,
The Works Department should not be
placed in the same category as the ordi-
nary contractor. The ordinary contractor
charzes more than double the rates for
carrying goods while the line is in course
of constrietion, but the Government arve
in a totally different position and they
might well assist the settlers by relieving
them of some of the burdens which they
have to bear on account of these inereased
rates. The Minister for Works has told
us frequently that he ean construct his
railwvays by day labour much more
cheaply than they ean be econstrueted by
contract, and for that reason the Minis-
ter might show some indnigence to these
settlers.

The Minister for Works:
have no bearing on that phase.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: And the Min-
ister might give the settlers some of the
money he has been able to save hy con-
strueting these railways by day labour.

The Minister for Works: There is no
connection between the fwo. .

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: The Minister’s
sympathy must be with the settlers who
have been struggling so long and waiking
for a railway. Many of them have spent
nearly all the money they have, and now
that they have a crop I hope the Govern-
ment will assist them to get it away to
market. T hope the Minister will allow
the House to carry the motion, ag it is not
only desirable that the rates shonld be

Freights
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uniform, but it is more than desirable that
these settlers should be assisted as far as
possible. Later on they will not be so
much in need of assistance but the pre-
sent is the time when they require it. They
bave been waiting for the railway and
this year they expect to get some little
profit from their land and they will be
heavily handicapped if they have to pay
from Wongan Hilis to Dalwallinu addi-
tional rates for the carriage of their
wheat. I hope the Minister will inform
the House that he will he able to assist
these settlers in some way.

Mr. GEORGE (Murray-Wellington) :
This question reslly opens one of con-
siderably wider importance. I have al-
ways held that the construction of rail-
ways should be one of the duties of the
Working Railways, and my reason is that
it would then be possible to complete a
section and give the settlers the full bene-
fit of the completed section very much
earlier than can be done under the pre-
sent system of the Works Depariment
nndertaking the construction.

The Minister for Works:
difference at all.

Mr. GEORGE: The Minister wili par-
don e if T differ from him. [ ean see
a considerable difference. The Working
Railways, by means of their staff, are
better able to deal with the traffic on such
lines of railway and beiter able to give
facilities fo the public than the Works
Department or a eontraetor building rail-
ways wnder the present system can do.
The Works Department, so long as they
have the econstruction of railways com-
mitied to their charge, have to build the
railways, and they will never he experts
m running traffie, They are engineers who
have to get over the diffienlties of con-
strneting the lines, and the traffie onght to
he run by men who have made a lifelong
studv of the snbject and who know what
is required. I sympathise with the set-
tlers in their diffieulty. I can hardiy eredit
that the Minister for Works could have
stated. as he is reported to have done,
that it will take ten months {o ballast 90
miles of railway. If it will take that time
it ean only be due to a shortage of rolling

There is no
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stock or to an extraordinarily long lead
from the bhallast pit.

The Minister for Works: There is six
inches of ballast to go under the road.

Mr. GEORGE: With a decent lead,
from a half to one mile of ballasting could
be done in a day. The ballast counld be
delivered and the lifting gang could lift
the line and top it up ready for traific.
It all depends on how long the lead is,
and on the appliances whieh the Works
Depariment have. I think it would be
unpardonable if the opening of 90 miles
of railway should be delayed for ten
months on account of ballasting, especi-
ally when we bear in mind that irrespee-
tive of what Government were in power,
the justification put forward when these
lines were proposed was that at the earli-
est possible moment the muoch-needed
facilities would be given to settlers—the
facilities they required and not simply the
facilities to get their wheat away. I was
surprised that such a statement should be
attribated to the Minister. If it is correet,
something is wrong as far as the Works
Department are eoncerned. Either they
have not the facilities which thev ought
to possess, or there are too great elaims
being made on the department in com-
parison with the men and material at
their disposal. I am of opinion that the
best thing for Western Australia would
be what T advoeated years ago, and that
is to place our present Working Rail-
ways under three commissioners and let
one of them be a chief man from the
Works Department and let the construe-
tion of railways be taken over and done
by them, .

The Minister for Works: As a matter
of faet. the Working Railwayvs have too
mueh control of loan funds at present,

Mr. GEORGE: I am not so well able
to express an opinion en that at present,
hecause my connection with the Railway
Department ceased six vears ago and T
do not know exactly what the Minister is
referring to. In my time loan money
was carefully expended and my only re-
gret was that there was not more of it.
The motion brought forward by the hon.
member for York (Mr. Monger) means
simply one thing, that under the present
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system of carrying traffic, the settler has
to pay very much more for the convey-
ance of his wheat than he ought to have
to pay.

Mr. Monger: It is altogether out of
proportion. ’

Mr. GEORGE: And the objeet of the
hon, member is to elicit from the Min-
ister whelher it is possible to expedite
the handing over of the lines to the
Working Railways so that the ordinary
rates ean operate, or whether he will re-
duce the present freights io something
like what they would approximate under
the Working Railways.

The Minister for Works:
member did not say that.

3r. GEORGE: That is the hon. mem-
ber’s object. Now that the Minister
knows what the hon, member desires, it is
for the Minister to give the Honse some
assurance in regard to the matter and T
hope the assnrance will take the form of
satisfying the hon. member that the
seftlers who are lahouring under a heavy
burden at the present time wili have that
burden lightened. It may be asked
whether the present system is not hetter
than earting, but if we can give the
settlers something even better than the
present system, we ought to deo it. Every
cent taken out of the settlers’ pockets is
of great importanee to them, and by
parity of reasoning, every eent we ean
henestly and legitimately leave in their
pockets will assist them to develop the
land on which thev have been struggling
to make a livelihood.

The Minister for Works: That is the
point, honestly and legitimately,

The hon.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. A. E. PTESSE (Katanning): T
have the greatest sympathy with the ob-
jeet the hon, member for York (Mr.
Monger) has in view in endeavouring to
obtain by his motion some assurance from
the Government that special considera-
tion will be meted out to those settlers
who are to he served by new railways,
that is railwavs now nnder ennsiruction
by the Government, and particularly in-
so-far as that assistance or consideration
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relates to the carringe or conveyance of
the forthcoming erop. The information
given to the House by the hon. member
for York discloses the fact that 90 miles
of this railway now under construection
will be held by the Public Works Depart-
ment for some considerable time to come,
in faet until months after the erop has
been harvested, and even beyond the
period daring which next year’s crop will
be put in. This will seriously retard the
progress of the farmers living along this
railway, and will seriously affeet them so
far as putting in next year’s erop is
concerned. I realise that there are diffi-
culties in the handling of traffic while
railways are under construetion, and it
might reasonably be said by the Minister
that the same eonditions applying to these
railways would have applied if they had
been let by contract. I would like to say
here, however, that the two cases are not
altogether in the same eatezorv, becanse,
taking the railway that has heen recently
construeted by contraet, that from Tam-
bellup to Ongerup, provision was made
so that that railway should be built in
two sections, and as soon as the first
section, to Gnowangerup, was commnleted,
it would be handed over to the Working
Railways.

The Minister for Works: Tn the mean-
{ime what freizht were they to pay?

Mr. A. B, PTESSE: T expect they paid
the sehedule rates approved of bv the
Minister. '

The Minister for Works: What was it?
Sixpence a ton!

Mr. A. F. PIESSE: T believe that was
the schedule rate at that time. and T be-
lieve this wounld be an opportune time to
discuss the question as to whether the
schedule rates approved of by the Mini-
ster for Railways let under contract were
not excessive. The Government have it
entirely in their hands to alter that sche-
dnle in any direction they think proper.
As o matier of fact, T know the eon-
tractor for the Tambellup-Ongerup rail-
wav earried grain during the eonstruction
of that railway at & mnch lower rate than
the schedule rates approved of by the
Public Works Department, and if that
ean be done by a contractor I see no rea-
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son why il should not be done by the
Goveroment, and I feel sure that the
Minister’s sympathy must be with these
settlers, The House does not expect that
the Government should make a huge loss
by carrying the goods or produce which
will be available on these railways, but
at the same time there is a very wide dif-
ference between the schedule rates now
imposed and the present Working Rail-
way rates.

The Minister for Works: The rates are
lower than they were two years ago.

My, A. K. PIESSE: Which are youn
alluding to?

The Minister for Works: The construe-
tion rates,

Mr, A\, E. PIESSE: They are slill too
high, T tlink that if the Alinister goes
into the matter in a businesslike way he
will find that he ean help the producer
very econsiderably by immediately deciding
upon zome scheme of making provision
for the hardling of the crop, and of chaff
and fertili<er. by providing a special rale
when  these commuodities are carried in
truck loads,

The Minister for Works: But that is
nof the motinn.

Yr A, E. PIESSE: The molion is in
that diveetion, Tf the Minister will not
azree tu the wotion as moved by the hon.
mendber For York, T hope he will agree
to a rea~onable amendment. I would
further point out that. even at this early
stage of the harvesi, buvers are already
in the market, We know that the majority
of the sritiers are anxious to get advances
upon their crop. and in many cases they
cannot obfain fhese advances unless a
straight-out sale is made, and the buyer,
whoever he may he, the buyers of grain,
will no doubt base their price upon the
freights at present existing, and, there-
fore, it is imperalive that the Minister
shonld make an announcement with the
least possible delay., TFirst of all he
shonld take the Ilonse and the country
into his confidence and give some definite
assurance that the whole 90 miles of this
railway will not be held up and kept in
the hands of the Public Works Depart-
ment, but that the work of ballasting shall
be earried on as expeditiously as possible,
and the line handed over in sections as
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soon a5 each section is eompleted. So far
as the remaining portion of the line is
concerned, the Minister should be able to
say that, providing the grain is stacked
at various sidings on these new railways,
or is loaded into trucks, full truck loads,
that certain rates will apply. If he can-
not see his way clear to make that rate
apply as upon a through load upon the
samne rate at present existing under the
Working Railways, be should be able to
say what rate will be adopted. It is also
imperative that something should be done
in regard to fertilisers. 1 have already
mentioned the section of the railway which
the Public Works Department proposes
to hold, I understand, until sometime in
Augnst of next vear. In the interim the
farmers in that loecality will want a very
large supply of fertiliser, and if they have
to pay fourpence per ten per mile upon
their fertiliser it is going to eost a con-
siderable amount to provide that neces-
sarv article, which we know it is essential
that farmers shonld bave in many cases
lo ensure a suceessful erop. I trust the
Minister will give this motion every con-
sideralion, and ihat hLe will be able to
make some anpounncement fo-night as to
what is intended to be done, as I think
he is entirely with us in ihe desire to make
the position thoroughly clear for those
people who have their grain to sell, and
will be selling, if they have not already
sold =ome, within the next few weeks, and
{hat they shounld get the fullest value pos-
sible in the eircwmnstances, He will admit
that if the rate outlined by the hon. mem-
ber for Beverley (Mr. Broun) is imposed
it will be a serious drawhack to the people
whe are zoing fo use Lhe railway, and at
this period, when so much help is required
by those people who are strugzling in
these outback places, T think it would be
a very graceful act on the part of the
Government to strain a point and meel
these scttlers in the direction indicated.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN (Forrest): For the
first time in this Chamber T find myself
in sympathy with the mover of the mo-
tion, T admit that the Minister is likely
fo pnt up some opposition on the score
that at the preseni time, and in the pre-
sent state of the finanees, the ecountrv re-
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gquires all the revenune that can be de-
rived from raiiways under construction,
and, after all, he eannot be blamed if he
puts forward that plea——

Hon, J. Mitchell: Why continue the
charge?

Mr. ’LOGHLEN: Because for many
years past, and even while the hon. mem-
ber for Northam (Hon. J. Mitehell) was
an Honorary Minister, his practice was
carried on. I have a vivid recollection of
asking for a revision of rates when the
Mount Magnet-Black Range railway was
under eonstruction—it was daring a dis-
cussion on the Estimales—and the Mini-
ster of the time—AMr. Daglish I think it
was—steadfastly refused to make the
concession. | was surprised at hearing
the remarks of the last speaker in eon-
neelion with the Tambellnp-Ongerup raii-
way, in regard to the contractor's atti-
tude, beeanse it is the first instance on
record, T think, that a eontractor has
taken less (han he was entitled to take.

Mr. A, E. Piesse: I say in some in-
stances produee was taken at less than
the schedule rates.

Mr. O'LOGHLEXN: I can hardly ima-
gine a coniractor taking less than- he
would be allowed by law to take, as I ven-
ture to say the magnet which altracts
contractors to undertake big public works
1+ the opportunity they have, while the
railway is in counrse of construction, of
charging fairly heavy rates and gelting
revenue from that source. If we were to
advertise to-day for tenders to make 100
miles of railway, we would have contract-
ors eoming around like flies after honey.
and T believe the magnet attracting them
would be the opportunity they would have
of charging these excessive rales. A short
while ago a railway -was completed
through my electorate. and the Minister
for Works or his officers collected an
enormous amonnt of revenue from that
railway for the period of 12 months, T
brouzht the matter under the Minister’s
notice and he made a reduction. but not
nearly enough. This was the Pinjarra-
Hotham line. T admit that the people
down there did not gramble very wmuch.
for the simple reason ihat some of them
had been there 40 years langmishing for
railway facilities, and were so glad to get
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a railway at last that they were prepared
to put up with these inconveniences,
I believe a good deal rests with the offi-
cers. In some works we have officers en-
gaged who are prepared to be out for
revenue all the time, and I bave a good
deal of admiration for those officers, par-
ticularly a8 I am supporting a Gov-
ernment who are hampered for funds,
I regret, by the way, to hear that
the officer responsible for that line has
now left the departwent, but I want to
say of him that he was always diligent
and alert, and while perhaps the system
he engaged in was wrong, he at least saw
to it that the department got all the rev-
enue they coulidl from the eonstruetion of
that railway. I think the Minister for
Works ean very well meet this motion by
some compromise: he might acecept an
amendment whieh will make it less harsh,
but T also desire to distinetly poini out
that the Minister should not take steps
such as those which have been supgested,
heeanse they might benefit settlers in one
partienlar distriet. I take it that what-
sver is done will apply also to railways
which may be sanctioned in the future. I
recognise, perhaps, that it may be diffi-
cull for fhe Minister to agree to the mo-
tion as it is framed, that is, to charge
existing railway rates on all lines under
construction, becavse it is obvious that
the Works Department do not carry on
the routme work connected with the hift-
ing of passengers and freight for the
Railway Department.

Mr.
though.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : They do that effec-
tively judging by the remarks we have
heard from some hon. members to-night.
The Works Department, however, can-
not be expected fo earry freight and pas-
sengers at existing railway rates. I have
had a grievance in my own electorate, in
connection with a railway which has
shown the highest profit of any spur line
in Western Ausiralia. I refer to the Pin-
jarra-Holyoake line and the extension to
Hotham. That was principally a timber
railway, and although I got very little
satisfaction from the Works Department
when T asked for a reducfion of the

George: They lift the money
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freights, there was a dificulty after it was
taken over by the Railway Department
in getting from that department any-
thing like an adequate service. I eclam-
oured that the line shounld be handed over
by the Works Depariment to the Work-
ing Railways, and then when it was taken

over the most shoeking service in the
State was given.
The Minister for Railways: Look at

the reduction in the fares.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I admit that the
people appreciate the reduction, but at
the same time they want to see the trains
running a little more frequently.

Mr. George: There is a State hotel
where they can put in their time.

Mr. ’LOGHLEN: Yes, and it is do-
ing partientarly good work.

Mr, George: 1t is not bringing in a
profit.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: T might state for
the hon. member's information that it is
showing a profit of over €100 a week. In
regard to the motion, I desire to say that
it no amendment is moved T will support
the member for York, beeause I believe
it is necessary that some sach action
shonld be taken. T realise the diffienlty
of the Minister, and T also realise that
this is hardly a fair proposition.

The Minister for Works:
support it.

Mr. OLOGHLEN: I am supporting
it hoping that the Minister will suggest
some eompromise or accept an amend-
ment which may be moved. We want in
the way of rates something hetween those
which are existing at the present time
and those levied hy the Railway Depart-
ment. T have the ficures charged on the
Pinjarrah-Holyoake line—I do not know
whether Mr. O’Grady, who was the offi-
eor in charge, was responsible for them,
but as T said a little while ago, that offi-
cer was oul for revenue the whole time—
but the fact remains that this train eould
not be run two miles without that officer
coming along to extraet fares from those
who were using the line, and pretty hot
fares they were toe. The construction
train from Holyoake onwards never ran

Yet you
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fares were collected from whoever

boarded that irain.

Mr. George: And why not?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I only mention this
becanse I know that in other instances
the afficers allowed the fares to go. The
Minister told us that a lot of people rode
an the Wickepin-Merredin railway with-
out paying their fares.

The Minister for Works: They rode
on the trucks,

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: Down our way
they are quickly jumped off unless they
have their fares in their pocket, That
was due to the vigilance of Mr. O'Grady.
Tf the Minister is not prepared to agree
to the motion T trust that he will consent
to hand over the line to the Working
Railways seetion by section. That was
not done in the case of the Pinjarra-
Holyoake line, and it was a period of
fifteen months from the commencement
before the line was taken over. The de-
partment pointed ont that if they handed
over the line they wonld praetically be
breaking up their depot, from which
they directed operations. The last
speaker referred to the disabilities the
Wickepin-Merredin settlers would have
to put up with if the present system eon-
tinued. T realise that the exactions made
on new settlers to-day are fairly heavy,
but T say that while the Government have
done g0 murh for the settlers, and while
I believe thev are sympathetic towards
the motion, it seems hardly a fair pro-
position in these times that they should
he asked to forzo the whole of the rev-
enue that ean bhe derived in these direc-
tions seeing that other Governments in
more prosperous times had the use of the
whole of suech revenue. We muost admit,
however, that the railway charges are ex-
cessive, and that those levied on the line
to which I have referred are of a Shyloek
tendency. T do mnot know whether the
Minister for Weorks has any suggestion
to offer, the effect of which would be to
tone down this motion.

The Minister for Railways: If it is
not toned down, it will be toned out.

Mr. OLOGHLEN: Then the Minister
is admitting that a wrong has been per-
petrated.
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The Minister for Lands: We do not
admit any such thing.

Mr. O'LLOGHLEN: If the Minister for
Lands were conversant with the faets re-
garding these new railway propositions,
be would not make such an assertion,
The Minister is not aware that excessive
fares and freights are being levied by
the Works Department. I am not saying
that one section is deserving of sympathy
more than another, but I say that if the
charges are not reduced by the Works
Department when at least a section of 20
miles has been completed, the section
should be handed over to the Working
Railways.

Mr. George: Then they could not build
cheap railwnys.

Mr., O’LOGHLEN: T admit that the
onty alternative to that is to allow con-
tractors fo build these lines, and of course
we know how popular the contract sys-
tem is with hon. members opposite. Con-
fractors are given the opportunity to ex-
iract a toll from all sections of the peo-
ple, and I venture to say that we would
not improve things by going baek to the
confract system. T repeat that T hope,
if the Minister eannot aceept the motion,
he will accept an amendment.

Mr. Monger: What is the amendment?

My, Thomas: He is sitting on a rail
now.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: If I had done so
as often as the hon. member who just
chirroped. my career would be very short.
I have no hesitation in saving that I am
going to support the member for York.

Mr. Thowmnas: You are looking for a
way out now.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: If the hon. mem-
ber could see a way out of his difficulties
he would sleep a little betfer at night.
T would be prepared to move an amend-
ment, but I do not know the Minister’s
intentions in the direction of laying ‘it
down that once a twenty-mile section is
completed it should be handed over to
the Railway Department, or that the fares
and freights should be reduced to the
level of those of the Railway Department.
The contractor for the TDowerin-Merredin
lire handed that work over in sections.
There was an agitation for the scetions
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to be taken over, bat I regret to say there
was no undue haste shown in my elee-
torate in that direction. The people often
grumbled very much, but they recognised
that railway facilities were something
that they were in need of, Yet the
eharges are excessive, and I will do my
best to lighten the burden as much as
possible, I do not know how far the
Minister is prepared to go, but if he will
not accept an amendment or a eompro-
mise, I shall, in view of my experiences,
support the motion.

Resolved: That motions be eontinued.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
Y. D. Johnson) : I was under the impres-
sion that the member for Northam was
going to speak, but I suppose he is adopt-
ing his nsnal tacties of speaking after
the Minister has replied.

Hon. J. Mitchell: T can please myself.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Of
course, but when the hon. member was.
on this side of the House there was no
one who complained more than he did
in regard to the procedure he is adopting
now, and eonsequently T thought he
would practise what he preached.

Hon. J. Mitchell: T never complained
in my life. )

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: The
position is that the hon. member who
moved the motion outlined that he had
received a lelter from me intimating thar
the Government were going into the ques-
tion of the revision of these rates.

Mr. Monger: I said the information
was given in reply to a question.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: At
any rate an intimation was conveyed to
the hon. member that the matter wus
under consideration. Before going inflo
the question any further, I desire to point
out the position the Government found
themselves in when they took over the
conirol of affairs, more partienlarly the
control of railway construction, A lot has
been said to-night in regard to the rates
charged on these railways, and but few
members have pointed out that this rate,
ahout which so much complaint has hesn
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made, is a rate which was imposed not
by the present CGovernment but which
has been in existence for years. Previous
Governments were asked to reduce it on
goldfields lines, but they absolutely de-
clined to do so. Of course it was all
right when these rates were applied to
the poldfields people; it was all right
to exact full toll from them, and give no
consideration to their requests. When
it comes to the farmers, so long as hon.
members opposite were themselves apply-
ing these rates, it was also all right, but
when -others followed iheir example the
charges were excessive and it was a
wrong procedure to adopt, And T would
like o point out that hon. members go
through the country deeclaring that the
finances are in such a condition that the
ledger does not balance, They go throurh
the country and say that the present Gov-
ernment nre ineapable of managing the
finances of the Slale, after which they
eome into the Chamber and move motions
* of this deseription, to reduce the revenue
which they themselves collected. It is
absolutely unfair. TIndeed one could al-
most use a harsher word in respect to
their aetion, Let us look at the railway
construetion poliey whieh was left to this
Government to earry out. After giving
the figures in regard to that I will explain
why we introduced the present poliey of
getting the rails rushed out as fast as
we could in order to give relief to the
gettlere. When we took over the eontrol,
the previous Government, a week or a
month before the elections, had started
three lines, the anthority for which thev
had had for a considerable time. These
lines were the Northampton-Ajana, 33
miles: the Naraling-Yuna, 12 miles; and
the Tambellup-Ongerup, 59 miles. One
bad been started departmentally, and for
the others contracts had been let. The
total length actunally started, although
little or nothing had been either done or
paid in regard to the lines, ran into 104
miles,
Mr A. E. Piesse: What ahout the Kaf-
anning-Nampup?
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
was farther advanced. T am speaking of
lines which were actually only started.
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Men had been put on and a bit
of a show made before the elections.
But, apart from that, little or nothing
had been done. There were anthorised
at that time, but nothing done in
regard to them, a total of 411 miles of
railway, made up of the Quairading-
Nunagin, 48 miles; Wickepin-Merredin,
109 miles; Wongan Hills-Mullewa, 198
nmiles; and the Brookton-Kunjin 56
miles. That meant that when we tock
over in October, 1911, there was a rail-
way programme of 515 miles for us to
construet. Let us look at what was done
by our predecessors, and caleulate how
long it would have taken them to build
this 515 miles. On going back to 1907,
when they practically took eonirol, we
find that in 1907-8 they built 204 miles
of railway: in 1908-9 they built 102
miles: in 1909-10 they built 100 miles,
and in 1910-11, just hefore the election,
they completed 232 miles. Then we built
in 1911-12, between us, the greater pox-
tion being huilt by our predeeessors, 222
miles, while in 1912-13 we built 236 miles,
the greatest length which had heen huilt
in any vear for a considerable number
of years past. Let us take the record of
the gentlemen opposite who are falking
so much in regard to these agrieultural
vailways. From 1007 to 1011 their aver-
age was 160 miles per annum. They left
us a programme of 515 miles. Taking
the average of their building we had a -
programme which would require five
vears to complete before we could
anthorise a single railway.,

Mr. SPEAKER : T hope the hon. mem-
her is going to bring his remarks to bear
on the motion,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Cer-
tainly.

Mr. SPEAKFER: They are not bearing
on the motion just now,

"The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
position is that the present Government
have introdnced a new policy in regard
to railway construction, and T desire to
point eut why we introdueed that poliey.
That policy has a direct bearing upon, as
a matter of faet it is the cause of this
mation having heen bhrought forward. I
shall make that clear before I sit dawn.
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Hon, gentlemen opposite built eon an
average 160 miles of railway per annum.
They left, for us to construet, 515 miles,
or & matter of over four years’ work.
Since then we have had anthorised 218
miles of railway, made up of the Yilli-
mining-Kondinin 72 miles; the Wagin-
Bowelling 62 miles; Mount Marshall 52
miles, and the Bolgart extension 32 miles,
or a grand total of 733 miles of railway
left over by the previous Government or
subsequently authorised by the present
Parliament, Of this 733 miles there has
been finished 152 miles to date. e have
in hand at the present time 430 miles,
and we have yel to start 146 miles. Of
that lengih of 733 miles no less than 307
miles were standard lines. The Wongan
Hills-Mullewa is a line of standard con-
struction earrying six inches of bhallast
under the sleeper, and heavier sleepers,
although the heavier rails have ot been
laid on that line. On the Wickepin-
Merredin line we have the bheavier
sleeper, the heavier rail and the heavier
ballast, making it a full standard line,
Seeing that we had that huge quantity of
railway construction ahead of us, and
also realising that hon. gentlemen oppo-
site had promised the people concerned

that they were going to get the line with-.

in a year or so—take the people of Cow-
cowing and of DMount Marshall; how
many times were they told they were
going to get the lines within a reasonable
time? How many hundreds were en-
eourazed fo go out there on the promise
they would have the line in the shortest
possible time? Take the Wickepin-
Merredin and the Wongan Hills-Alullewa
lines. The people in those distriefs were
led to believe that they would get the
railways within a year or so. Of course
these statements were made before the
elections, but the people aecepted them
on their face value and took them as an
honest representation of the possibilities
of railway consiruction, with the result
that they rushed on to the land and
started to clear and improve il and to
produce from it. When the Government
took over we found in all these centres
the people clamonring for the railway and
pointing out that thev had been encour-
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aged to take themselves, and their wives,
and their families out on to the land
and spend their money on improvements,
and that in consequence they had the
produce, but that there was no hope of
marketing it, no possible chance of profit-
ahly earting it in by team, They ap-
pealed to us to get the railway out at the
earliest possible moment. How could we
get out & maiter of 733 miles within two
vears? It was an utter impossibility,
and 1o man could expect the Government
to carry out the railway programme to
that extent, We decided to do the best
we could. e made up our minds to
rush the rails down in every place we
could. The hon. gentleman gives me
eredit for the faet thal the rails were
laid  with great expedition between
Wickepin and Merredin, but he com-
plains that afier the rails were laid the
line was not finished, The member for
Irwin (Mr. Moore) will give me credit
for having rushed the line between
Woungan Hills and Mullewa. We are
doing the same in respect to the Yilli-
mining - Kondinin and the Brookton-
Kunjiz hnes,
Hon, J. Mitchell: It is all rosh,

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: It is
a rush unprecedented in the history of
the State. Why are we doing it? Be-
cause it is possible to earl on a consirue-
{ion railway, but to cart by team is an
impossibility.  Therefore, we say that
while it s impossible for us to give the
Working Railways’ rates on these con-
struetion lines, we can cart on them at a
big reduetion on what it would cost the
settlers to cart by team. We find now
that we bave Jlaid these rails down in
order to reduce the cost of ecarting as
compared with the cost of ecarting by
team, the settlers are turning round and
saving, “We have got the Government to
expedite the laying of the rails, and now
we are roing to wse all the politieal in-
Auence we can to get them to reduee the
rates, hecause they cannot lift the rails
again,” Ti is a repetition of what we had
in regard fo the extension of the water
gervice to the agricultural areas. We
were encouraged to rush along the pipes,
and immediately they got the pipes down



1910

the settlers said, “The Government cannot
hift ithe pipes, so we will agitate to get
the water for practically nothing.” The
hon. gentleman is doing the same thing in
this instance. He says, “I have got the
rails laid, and now I will agitate for re-
duced freights,” and so he moves a
motion which, if earried, would possibly
secure a reduclion at an absolute loss to
the State. Then it is said we ought to
do it section by section. That is an abso-
lutely selfish view. If we started doing
lines section by section, we would have
to do ali the ballasting and would have to
complete railway yards and stations and
telephones, so that everything wonld be
ready for the Working Railways to
operate. While doing that we would be
penalising somebody else who wants the
rails. It is a question of the best method
to adopt, whether we are going to follow
on as the previous Government did

Hon. J. Mitehell: You will never do
that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
hope to God we never will. If we were
to adopt the slow rate which satisfied the
previous Government the eountry would
never be developed. If we were to adopt
their tactics we would be doing one por-
tion and delaying the eonstruction of the
others. TIs it not bhetter for us fo
continue the poliey we have in foree
to-day of rushing the rails out
so that we can give the settlers a reason-
able opportunity of getting their machi-
nery ont and their prodnee in at a rate
which, although higher than that of the
Working Railways, is still considerably
less than the rate charged for earting by
team? Again. T wonld point out that the
previous Governmenis always charged
this rate, and that we also charged the
rate in regard to the Qurairading-Nunajin
line, which was eonstructed since the elee-
tion of the present Parliament, the rate of
4d. per ton per mile. There was no agi-
tation at that time, The people recognised
that it was a hig reduction in comparison
with what they were charged for carting
to and from the Eastern goldfields line.
They gave us eredit for having rushed
the rails out and given them an oppor-
tanity of getting their produee: through
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at a lower rate than it cost to cart it by
team. The hon, member asked, “Why not
get on with the ballasting as fast as pos-
possible?” He forygets that we have four
rallways in course of construction, inas-
much as the Wongan Hills-Mullewa line
is being constructed from both ends, and -
the Wickepin-Merredin line also is being
constructed from both ends, both railways
being of standard construetion. If we
attempted to baltast all these lines we
would require all the rolling stock and all
the loeomotive power that we have to
attend to thése lines, while the other lines
waited, 1s the member for Pingelly {Mr.
Harper) going to endorse that poliey?
Daoes he propose that T should stop the
Brookton-Kuniin line and go on with the
ballasting of the Wickepin-Merredin line,
or that T should put the rails ont and lift
the harvest on rails, instead of compel-
ling the settlers to lift it with teams; or
is it betier to delay the ballasting of a
few lines in order to give the rails to
other peaple? I am satisfied that the hon.
member for Pingelly (Mr. Harper)
knows that T am doing the right thing,
and other members who are waiting for
railways, more particularly the member
for Toodyay, will realise that I am doing
the right thing in getting the rails out
in these various disiricts at the earliest
possible moment, Then in regard to the
construction rate charged. it must be
borne in mind that even the present rate
does nat pay. When it is realised how it
disorganises all construetion, that while
earrving traffic we cannot do anything
else, it wouald he better for us, and con-
tractors have said the same thing, not to
earry traffic at all. The small amount of
traffic in the share of train loads offering
does not compensate for the disorganisa-
tion of work whieh it canses. Hon. mem-
bers must recognise that even at the pre-
sent rates there is no profit, but T am pre-
pared to admit that it may be possible to
reorganise things so that we can lift up
in train loads. and, working in with the
Working Railways, bring about a better
state of affairs than we have to-day, en-
sure greater despateh and a better hand-
ling of trucks, and possibly make a redic-
tion in the rates. But T want to point
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out also that already we have made a re-
duction, We get no credit for the fact
that the construction rate has heen re-
duced where people had wheat held over
from last year and were anxious to get it
to market for the beginning of this sea-
son,

Mr. Moore:
for 120 miles.

The MINISTER FOR WOQRKS: That
is not so. ‘The hon. member knows full
well that when he brought that under my
notice I told him it was a misunderstand-
ing, that I had made a reduction in other
cases where we had proper loading, and
if representations were made the same
reductions would be allowed in this case
as on the Wickepin-Merredin line, With-
out taking up any more time, I want to
point out that it was only a week ago
that I eonveyed to hon. members, if not
by letier, at least verbally, that Y was
satisfied that the Government were going
into the question with a view to a revision
of rates. What T have done is to arrange
for a conference between the Working
Railways and the Public Works Depari-
ment. I am calling in the engineers of
the Wongan Rills-Mullewa and Wickepin
Merredin lines, so that they by their local
knowledge may be able to tell us what we
are likely to be called npon to do, and by
co-operating with the Working Railways
arrange what is possible for us to do un-
der the best conditions and at & minimum
of cost. Whilst the Government cannot
possibly agree to the motion that we
should earry at the smne rate as the Work-
ine Railways, because that would mean a
hnege loss, which the country shonld not be
called upon to face and conld not possibly
face, still, seeing that the Government
have already intimated that we propose
to go into the guestion of revising these
tates, I do not thirk this motion should
he moved. That has been conveyed to
hon. members, and when we have failed
to carry out that promise, it will be time
enough to bring this motion forward, but
seeing that we have announced our inten-
tion to hon. members, I do not think it was
fair to bring forward the motion at this
stage. Tf T remember correctly, the con-
ference is fixed for Tuesday next, and it

One shilling per bushel

1911

may be because of that the hon. member
has moved this motion in order that he
may get the eredit. If that is not so, it is
strange tbat this motion should be brought
forward at a time when a conference is
to be held to bring about, if not the same
thing as the hon. member desires, at any
rate, an alteration which will tend in that
direction,

Mzr, Monger: .This is the first intima-
tion I have received of any conference,

Mr, George: The conference may be
in consequence of the motion, That eon-
stroetion can be placed on it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No.
I stated some time ago that the question
was being considered with a view to a re-
vision of the rates, and that was before
the notice of motion was given. Hon.
members opposite have agreed that the
motion would not be a fair proposition
for the Government to adopt and they say
that some modification shouild be agreed
to. I am going to oppose the motion. I
do not see how it can be amended, but I
will give the House an assuranece that the
Government are calling a conference of
all these expert officers with a view to
bringing about a better state of affairs
and giving the settlers an opportunity of
removing their wheat at the cheapest pos-
sible rate, and also of getting manures in
cheaply so that next year they may he
encouraged to have a good erop ready to
keep the Working Railways busy and so
that this year they may get some return
from the erops which they have sown in
the expectation thal railways for which
fhey have been waiting for some time
would be built,

Hon, J. MITCHELL ({Northam)
When the Minister rose to reply, he com-
plained that members on this side had not
all spoken. It is customary for a Min-
ister to reply after a motion is moved,
and we have a right to hear the Minister
before procecding to deal with a pro-
posal of this kind. However, as is nsual
with the Minister for Works, instead of
dealing with the motion as it was dealt
with by other speakers, he has levelled
a tirade of abuse at the past Administra-
tion, He has teld us of the work he has
done and he savs it is magnificent. We
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have heard that tiine and again, and re-
presentatives of the farming distriets
have time and agzain complained and
brought forward motions in order to get
relief, Some hon. gentlemen opposite
stated that the goldfields had borne the
disadvantage of a special heavy rate
dnring construction. 'Well, there were
goldfields members here, and they might
well have given voice to the objection
raised, I suppose, by the people them-
selves, but if they were not as wide
awake as hon. members representing the
agrienltural distriets, they have nothing
to complain of. I should like to point
out to the Minister that his figures in
connection with railway construetion are
not correet. I have here the monthly
Statistical Abstract and it shows just
exactly what has been done in connee-
tion with railway econstruetion.

The Minister for Lands : It does not.
Those figures represent only railways
completed and handed over.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : We want lines
to be completed and handed over. That
s what we ave discussing. We say they
should be handed over as speedily as pos-
sible, section by section, in order that the
people may not be unduly penalised.
During our last year of office, we handed
over no less than 231 miles of completed
railways, whieh I believe is a record for
Western Australia. Tt is quite true that
last vear. ineluding the Port Hedland-
Marble Bar line, which was almost built
before the present Minister took office,
250 miles was handed over, but that mile-
age was not the result of the Minister’s
activity, He would have had less than
200 miles to hand over but for the activ-
ity of the previous Administration,
whieh he has eriticised so strongly to-
nizht. Our total of 231 miles is a re-
cord for railways eompleted. We had ac-
celerated the speed of constrnetion until
we lind reached that stage, but if we hail
been in office during the last two years,
the 700 miles which the Minister has re-
ferred io would have ben completed and
handed over.

Hon. W, C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter) : It is easily said.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. J. MITCHELL :
done.

The Minister for Lands :
would show how.

Hon, J. MITCHELL : It could be
done. However, I pointed out that the
Wilson Government corapleted more lines
than any other Government.

The Minister for Lands : The hon.
member is misleading the House, Those
fignres do not represent railway con-
struction at all.

Hon. J. MITCHELL :
constructed lines ¢

The Minister for Lands : Some of that
mileage was compleled in the previous
year.

Hon. J. MITCTIELL : If the railways
were partly built in previous years, they
were built by a Liberal Administration,
and if they were in course of construe-
tion previous to our last year of office,
there were anlso others under construe-
tion at the end of our last year of office.
Some of the railways which the present
Minister has eompleted were lines for
which ¢ontracts had been let by his pre-
decessors. There are always some lines
under eonstruction, The Minister stated
to-night that be has four lines under con-
struetion and he cealled them the Wongan
Hills northward, and the Mullewa south-
ward, and the Wickepin northward and
the Merredin southward, althongh they
represent really only two lines. At any
rate, I claim that we did more in con-
neetion with this poliey of railway eon-
struction than our suceessors have done,
and we were responsible for the policy
that bas opened up this conntry. The
Jinister has complained that we pro-
mised railways. We did promise rail-
wayvs and they were authorised.

Mr. SPEAKER : Order! T hope the
hon. member is geing to hring his re-
marks to hear on the motion. I mast
make the same sngpestion to him as I
made to the Minister for Works.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: May T have the
sams latitude as the Minister for Works?

Mr. SPEAKVER : Yes. The Minister
for Works assured me that he intended
to bring his remarks to bear on (e ques-

It is easily

I wish you

Are not these
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tion, whieh he did towards the conclu-
sion of lis speech, but——

Mr. George interjected.

Mr. SPEAKER : Order! Will the
hon. wember for Murray-Wellington
mind his own business while I am ad-
dressing the Huunse. If the hon. member
for Northam intends to briny his remarks
to bear on the molion as the Minister for
Works did, he may proeeced. I cannot
allow an argument across the floor of
the Chamber as to which party built the
most railways, becanse that has nothing
to do with the molion.

Hen. J. MITCHELL : May I reply to
the remarks of the Minister ?

Mr. 8PEAKER : DProvided they bear
on lhe motion. The hon. member will
recownizse that if I were to allow a dis-
eussion on every remark made by other
speakers, the debate would not he relevant
to the motion at oll. That is what 1 desire
to provide against. If the hon, member
will eouneet his remarks with the motion,
he will be perfectly in order, but I can-
not allow lim to diseuss an argument
used by another hon. member unless it
has some bearing on the subject of the
motion.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : Tt is a little
diffieutt to answer in any effective way
the remarks of the Minister for Works if
I must confline myself to the wording of
the motion. I thought that the Minister
dealt with the poliey of railway con-
sirnction, which he ¢laimed had bee:
more activelyv pursued by the present
Government than by their predecessors,
and he alse said that we promised rail-
ways which were not constructed. I hal
hoped T wounld be allowed to say a few
words in regard to that.

Mr, SPEAKER : [ do not wish to
embarrass the hon. member. I only de-
sire him to brine lis remarks to hear on
the motion.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Minister
pointed out that he was pushing on with
the rails and intended to come back and
complele the line after providing the
farmers with the means of transport they
now have over the Wickepin-Metredin
line, notwithstanding its incomplete con-
dition, The question of new railways has
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some bearing on the subject, if that is
the policy of the present Government. I
entirely agree that this should be done.
In all these districts in which we bave
authorised railways, the railways should
be built as speedily as possible. I do not
agree with the charge which bas been im-
posed on the settlers, and only to that ex-
tent do I disagree with the Minister in
regard to the carrying of goods.

The Minister for Works: Why did not
you fix that charge?

Hon, J. MITCHELL: If the Minister
will lay these railways to every district
which it was promised would be supplied
with a railway, his action in that regard
will be satisfactory., The Premier says
that this cannot be done as speedily as he
would like it to he done owing to the
want of funds, The Minister tor Works
says it cannot be done hecause it wonld
be iwmpossible for any Government to
build lines quicker than he is building
them. It is utterly impossible for set-
tlers 1o pay the high cost of freight that
is imposed upon them when they have to
cart long distances, and it is quite im-
possible also for them to pay the two
freights referred to by the member for
Beverley—-the short distance freight over
the Minister's line and the second shert
distance freicht over the Commissioner’s
line. The member for Beverley pointed
out that on wheat carried from Bruce
Roek to Fremantle the freipht would be
9d. a bhushel —

The Minister for Works: The freight
yoit fixed. . :

Hon, J. MITCHELL: Niuepence a
bushel as against 5d. & buoshel if the
Commissioner were now in epntrol of the
whole of the line. The Minister by in-
terjection jJust now said that T fixed the
freight. 1 was never Minister for Works.

The Minister for Lands: You were a
niemher of the Government.

Hon, J. MTTCHELL: T am quite aware
of that and T was as mueh responsible
for that as (he present Minister for Lands
is responsibie at the present time. If
there had been any outery, we would cer-
tainly have rectified the charge.

The Minister for Works: What about
the goldfields?
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Hon. J. MITCHELL: It is a fact that
there was very litlle freight to be car-
ried over the lings when we were con-
structing them, but it is a lotally different
proposilion to-day. Llere we have all
along these lines which the Minister is
laying, hundreds of wheat farmers who
have erops growing, and good erops too,
and this wheat will have to be carried to
the seaports, It is possible that a farmer
will agree to pay a high freight on a
truck of horse-feed, but it is a different
matter when he bas many irucks of pro-
duce to send to market. It is not right
that the farmer shonld be penalised to
any great extent, During the eonstrue-
tion of a railway ineonvenience is ¢aused
throngh traffic going over the line, There
is a disadvaniage when the Alinister has
material going out to complete the line.
1 can understand that it is more costly
to run traffic over a line which is only
partially completed, but I cannot for the
life ol me understand why the freight
should he higher in the case of the Wicke-
pin-Merredin line, which is coupled up
and over whieh the Minister need not run
anything hut ballast. The Minister has
his sleepers down and has laid the rails,
and 1 understand that he has the sidings
in ard that evervibing is complete except
the ballasting.

The Minister for Works: The freight
is lower than that yon charged.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I do not care
whetlier il is half the price. The linc now
only needs to be ballasted and that can
be done, but it will be done apparently
at the Minister’s leisure. Tt is work that
can be done, T suppose, in a few weeks,
but during the whole of the time that the
hallasting remains undone, the people are
e be penalised.  There is a special rate
imposed upon them, a rate lasting not
for a week or two, or for a month or
two during the legitimate time for the
compleiion of the eonstruclion. but a rate
continued long after the line should be
rompleted. The Minister admits that for
his own eonvenience, and for the con-
venience of other people, he is leaving
the ballasting of the line over for some
months. T have no quarrel with him, be-
cause. we want as many miles of rails laid
iown as il is possible to lay, but the peo-
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ple who are living near the line that is
not guite completed have a right to ob-
ject to being penalised while the Mini-
ster delays the ballasting.

The Minister for Works: Should they
not lLave any consideration for their
neighbours? .

Hon, J. MITCHELL: It is not for
them to have consideration for other peo-
ple; it is for the llinisler to show that
consideration.

The Minister for Works: I do not think
the farmer has. He is a selfish individual.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The fact that
the Wickepin-Merredin people have a
line has nothing to do with the people of
Mount Marshall. They, too, want a line.
The people on the Wickepin-Merredin
line have no right te be penalised hecanse
the Minister delays the completion of the
work, It is not a question of charging
a ligher freight during the ordinary term
of coustrnetion, but it is a question of
charging a higher freight during the time
the Minister’'s men and plant are away
dving other equallv necessary and pro-
Lably more unportant work ihan the bal-
lasting.,

The Minister for Works: FEven then it
is double as fast as yvou were doing il.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: The Minister
has no paee on at all,

The Minister for Works: It took you
eleven months to do the Dumbleyung ex-
lension, a matter of 25 miles,

HRon, J. MITCHELL: I am not con-
cernerd with what has gone before. We
are dealing with the position as it exists
at present, The Minister has been telling
the public that he has been constructing
railways at a very rapid rate and he has
been telling the House and the country
that he has been eharging a lower freight
than we charged. T do not know whether
he is or not, but he has no right to hang
up a line and charge a freight of 9d. a
bushel on wheat to Fremantle when the
charee onght really to he 5d.  There is
no gainsavine the fact that that is wrong,
and the Minister should agree to rectify
that by accenling the amendment or re-
dueing the freight to the amount eharged
over fhe Commissioner’s rails, The reo-
ple in the agrienlinral distriets shonld be
provided with railways as sveedilvy as
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possible. The Minister for Works need
vever complain that he is building rail-
ways too fast. He will never construct
tailways fast enough to satisfy me, We
have fo remember also, and I think this
ought to appeal to the Minister for Lands,
that settlers in onr back districts have
waited a considerable time for railways.
They have experienced one bad season
and a second indifferent season, so that
all ihe assistance that can be rendered
o them should be rendered. If the Gov-
crnment can make the lot of the farmers
out there easier and better, they ought to
do it. One of the ways in which they ean
help them is to reduce the freights to the
lowest possible cost. All the hon. mem-
bers from the farming distriets nsk that
this shonid be done, because they know
the irouble which the settlers have been
pnt to. That is the reason why we are
asking for a reduetion now. Two or
three years ago, when these farmers were
more prosperous and before they experi-
enced bad seasons, they were satisfled to
pay a higher rate during the construe-
tion of these railways, but they are not
satisfied to do so now, largely for the
Teason that they cannot afford any addi-
tional impost. I hope the Minister for
T.ands will use his weight with the Mini-
ster for Works and get him fo see the
position of the settlers as I have explained
it.  The Minister should remember that
we build these lines for the convenience
of the people, and he should make the
lines to the greatest possible convenience
at the earliest possible moment. I do nol
wish to eriticise the Minister further or
.to delay the House any longer, but be-
fore resuming my seat T would like to re-
mind the Minister that two vears have
elapsed sinee he took office and before
very long it will not avail him mueh to
say that many lines are being laid. Ae-
{ions will speak louder than words and
the people will understand the purport
of those actions, and the people who arc
being inconvenienced at the present time
are the ones whom the Government will
Tiave to reckon with, JTn this case at any
tate, where by a stroke of the pen the
Minister ean do justice to a deserving
class, why not do 1t? Tt will be an easy
matter, and it will be the right thing to
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do. T seriously urge on the Minister Lo
aceept the motion moved by the member
for York, and 1 hope that hon, member
will force the motion to a division. It
is only right that the country shoull
know just what we, their representatives
in Parliament, thiuk shounld he done for
them. We want {o see that jnstice is
done, and to show the people who their
friends are,

Mr. Turvey: You did not always do
it,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I kopec the Mini-
ster will agree to the reduction of freights
and thus assist to further the produoetion
of the State.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
T. H. Bath): T eannot help saying that
the amount of hypocritical pretence be-
hind the representations made in objec-
tion to these rates is absolutely nauseat-
ing, and the attitude taken up by the hon.
member for Northam is probably the most
callous and cold-blooded I have ever lis-
tened fo.

Mr. George:
next ¢

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We
have heard hon. members, who were on
this side of the House for a period of six
or seven years, and during that time, as
has been pointed out by the Minister for
Works. not these rates fo which they are
objecting now, but higher rates were ex-
aeted from the persons using the railways
without one word of objection at any
time «during the whele period I have been
in the House from any one of the hon.
members who have spoken here to-night.
We have never heard one word of ohjee-
tion from the hon. member who has moved
this motion, and the hon. member for
Northam was a Minister in the Cabinet
which enforced these rates for years, and
although he tries to cover himself by the
paltry excuse that he was not Minister
for Works. no one knows beiter than he
that as one of the members of the Cabinet.
he could have used his influence if ke did
ohject to these rates and made representa-
tions to his colleagues either privately in
Cahinet, or as a Minister sitting in this
House. But when on any occasion did the
han, member ever offer any objeetion?

Good gracious! Whal
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When oh any oceasion did we hear the
hon, member expressing his opinion as a
member of this House and as a Minister,
that his Government were enforcing rates
which he eonsidered unfair and altogether
exorbitant?

Mr. George: That has nething to do
with the question.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That
interjection by the hon. member just
shows the unfair atfitude which hon, mem-
hers are prepared to adopt when they
acquiesce in this condition of things for
vears al a stretech and then turn around
with an air of indignation and join in a
chorns of disapproval in regard to rates
which they submitted for years.

Hou. J. Mitchell: We never took 10
months to do the ballasting. 1

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
hon., member's Government took 11
months to construet 25 miles of railway,
and then he says they never took 10
months to do the ballasting. The Mimis-
ter for Works deserves the commendation
of the House for dtlempting to meet the
needs of settlers, not only on one line, but
the needs of those who have been promised
lines in different portions of the State,
in getting the rails down in order that
ther might have the difference between
the works construction rates and the cost
of carting by road by team, instead of
concentraiing on one or two lines and
leaving the others until those were com-
pleted and handed over to the Working
Railways. It is distinetly unfair, and I
deplore the lack of (fair mindedness
whieh hon. members opposite display
when they get into such a turmoil of in-
dignation, especially when we remember
the attitude of aequiescence they adopted
for so many years when their party were
in power,

Mr. George: Is it desirable to reduce
the rates? !

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Tt is
time that some protest was made against
this nunfair attitude. If hon. members op-
posite eannot rise to something Lke a
decent sense of justice then their repre-
sentations require very little considera-
tion. Then again, we have to bear in
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mind that if, beeause it is desired that the
rate should be reduced to a low limit, we
are to hamper the Works Department in
the construction of these railways; if we
are to penalise them in that work of con-
struction by asking them to carry traffie
at a rate which is altogether unremunera-
tive, and at the same time undergo all the
harassing eonditions of running traffic at
the same time as the work of construe-
fion is going on, it will mean that the tax-
payers will be asked to foot a much
higger bill in connection with the con-
struetion of these railways, and it would
be infinitely better for the Works Depart-
ment to say “No. if we are going to be
faced with these conditions, both from the
standpoint of the credit of the depart-
ment and the standpoint of the taxpayer,
it is infinitely better that we should refuse
this traffic, and say we will not carry it.”

.That is essentially the position at which

we will arrive in view of the fact that
from so many directions we have this
clamour for a reduction here, and a redue-
tion there, which was never heard when
those gentlemen were on this side. We
are asked to forego revenue in so many
directions. and at the same time are at-
tacked from the other standpoint, that the
financial position is not as satisfactory as
hon. members would like fo see it, and 1
say it is about time members of the Gov-
ernment raised a protest apgainst the ab-
solute unfairness of the attitude adopted
by hon. members opposite,

Mr. WISDOM (Claremont): It seems
that the principal cause advanced for this
extra charge for freight on these lines
is that a certain amonnt of inconvenience
is caused to the construciors by running
ordinary traffic over lines under construe-
tion. Bnut surely, as the hon, member for
Northam (Hon, J. Mitehell) has pointed
out, the rails and the sidings have been
laid down, and the line has only to be
ballasted-—— 1

The Minister for Works: That is not
correct, of course.

Hon. J. Miichell: You said so.

The Minister for Works: I did not.

Mr, WISDOM: At any rate the in-
convenience cannot be anything like so
ereat, 1
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The Minister for Works: The rails are
laid down, but buildings are not up.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. WISDOM: The inconvenience ean-
not be anything like so great as it would
have been until the rails had been laid
from end to end of ibe line, and when the
line wouild be required to a much greater
extent for ihe carrviage of material. At
present, I understand, the only material
for which the line would be required cou-
sists mainly of ballasting and therefore
there seems fo be some very good reason
for a reduclion in the charges originally
levied upon the settlers, and whieh have
been eontinued up to the present. I per-
sonally hardly think that there may be
reason for a complete reduection to the
rates charged by the existing railways,
but I do think strong argumenls have
been put forward in favour of a consid-
erable reduction of the present rates, and
it i1s with a view to arriving at some
compromise which I think might be ae-
cepted by the Government that T move an
amendment to the motion—

That the words “in accordance with
the existing railway tarfff” be struck
aut and “materially reduced” inseried
in leu.

I have eonsulted wilh the mover, who is
prepared to aceept that amendment, and
T hope the Minister will also be amenable
to reason in this respect, and accept the
amendment.

Mr. GEORGE (Murray-Wellington):
I second the amendment.

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is that
the words proposed fo be struck out
stand part of the question.

Hon. J. MITCHELL (on amendment) :
I hope the Minister for Works will accept
the motion as amended. I think the
House should give expression to some
opinion, and probably after the Minis-
ter's statement in regard to lis intention
it will be seen that the motion as amended
will meet the case. The House has heard
what hon. members have had to say in
regard to this question. As for the utier-
ance of the Minister for Lands, there
was no consistency about it at all. What
I have done in the past has nothing to
do with the position at present, as the
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eondifions have ewtirely changed. We
were building railways under entifely
different couditions. In this case it is
not a question of a line under construe-
tion in the ordinary way, but a question
of carryiug freight over a line which the
Minister, for very good.reasons, because
he has his gang elsewhere, is hanging up
for the time beirig. 1 do not wish to de-
bate the guestion at any great length tow,
but T hope the Mmister will agree fo this
amendment, and that when it is carried,
as T bhope it will be. he will see “tHat
freights are considerably reduced. Téo
much heat, unnecessary heat 1 say, is im-
parted to these matters when they come
before the House. 1t should be recog-
nised that as the man on the land has had
a very strenuous lime, anything that can
be done for him should be done cheerfully
and willingly. 1 hope the Minister will
see that what has heen said on this side
of the Heouse is in the interestis of the
people generally, and not only of the
people on the land, as all are concerned
more or less in the success of our settlers,

Mr. HARPER (on amendment) : T hope
the Minister for Works will agree to this
amendment.  During the discussion on
the motion a good deal of heat certainly
was engendered by the Minister for
Lands, for which I think there was no
oceasion. No one on this side of the
House got heated over the question, We
are not finding fanlt with the Minister
for Works, and we know the financial
position of this State. We know all these
important questions he has to deal with,
but what we are urging is that a lesser
rate shounld apply for those who are in
isclated portions of Western Australia,
and I maintain that it is the duty of this.
House to do so, at the sacrifice of the
rest of the eitizens of Western Australia,
a3 unless the agricultural areas go ahead
this State will go down or get behind.

Theh Minister for Works: The State
cannot make reductions to an unlimited
extent.

Mr. HARPER: I quite agree that there
is a certain limit to all reduetions, but I
say the hope of Western Australia rests
with the people on whose behalf we are
advocating to-night. Unless we can keep
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them on the land and encourage others
to go there and settle, clear the land, and
snbdue the wilderness, the reputation or
eredit of this State of Western Australia
will have to suffer. It is a necessity that
we are advocating, These people cannot
aftord the high rates, and they are the
raeople fo whom Western Australia has
to loock. I maintain that other residents
of the State are infinitely better treated
than these men on the land. The gold-
fields towns have certainly been more as-
sisled by Governments in the past. The
city people have been assisted by Govern-
ments past and present. and hoth the
cities and the goldfields have been infi-
vitely better treated than the men on the
. land, who have a harder row to hoe than
any others in Australia. I hear a good
deal about humanity, the generous treat-
ment of workmen, and the short hours
they work on the fields, but what about
the hours worked by the farmers? I
- know hundreds who have not clothes 1o
their back or boots to their feet.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is
out of order.

Mr, HARPER: 1t is to the point of
redueing rates that I am speaking, and
that is the reason why T am advoeating so
wmnch for the farmers of Western Anstra-
Iia, as everything depends wvpon them.
Anyone can critieise the farmer and de-
sz:ige him, bhut T say this country and the
future of this conntry entirely depend on
the farmer. 1 do not eare whether it is
the hon. member for Bunbury (Mr.
Thomas) or any other hon. member who
crificises the farmers, but I say we must
realise what would Western Australia’s
position be to-day if it were not for the
prospects of a good season and a gool
harvest. The reputation of Western Aus-
tralia in regard to its financial position
depends upon that absolutely. What we
are advocating on behalf of the farmer
and the settler in isolated parts of West-
ern Australia is not with any party feel-
ing or in any antagonism to the Minister
for Works, and what we are pleading for
is justified in order that these people may
eontinne to develop the agrienltura! lands.
From what T know in my own experience
T consider that the hardest and most in-
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considerate treatment has been meted out
lo the farmers.

Mr, Turvey: By the présent Govern-
ment?

Mr. HARPER: By every Government.
1 am not speaking of the present Govern-
ment or any Government. I say more
should have been done for the farmers in
the past than has been done. I hope the
iinister for Works will agree to this
amendment, as in doing so he would
be rendering a good service to West-
ern Australia, apart from party poli-
licse or anything of the kind. We
do not always want to be on the party
question. Tt is not because past Govern.
ments have heen charging exorbitant rates
that they should be continued. We live
in days of advancement, and why should
we stick to the old order of things, and
decline to accept {he new. We want to
improve as we go along in every diree-
tion. Therefore we should not continue
to levy these exorbitant rates from people
who are unfortunate enough to be in iso-
lated parts of Western Ausiralia and a
long distance from ports.

Mr. THOMAS (Bunbury): T eannet
help eongratulating the Minister for
Lands upon having so aptly deseribed the
attitnde of my friends opposite. It is
heecoming the praclice in this House of
lale to hear continuons appeals by hon.
members on hehalf of the unfortunate
individuals who are starling on the land.
The hon. member who has just resumed
his seat alinost dissolved into tears in at-
tempting to draw a pieture of the hard-
ships experienced by these people. Of
course I know the hon. member has to do
this, otherwise lhe would be fired ont.
The time will ¢come when it will be neces-
sary for him to appease these individuals.
Therefore, he now makes all sorts of ex-
traordinary and absurd requests in their
behalf. T refuse to believe for one ma-
ment that the honest farmer expects half
the things that hon. members are con-
tinually erving out for in his interests.
The man who goes out and has the hardi-
hood to fight his way oen the land and
make a home for his wife and family is
not the individual who will come here
and ask on every possible occasion that
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a miserable appeal should be made for .
assistance in his behalf,

Mr. George: It is only the miner who
does that.

Mr. THOMAS : 1 do not think that
charge can be laid against the miner,
The Minister for Mines will tell us that
the fewest requests come from those mem-
bers of the comrunity. With regard to
the farmer I honour him too much, and
I have too much faith in his sturdiness of
character to believe the absurd requests
which have been made by hon. members
this evening. It seems to me that they
are truly ridienlous. Hon. members op-
posite when on this side of the House ex-
perienced many prosperous years, and
always a bounding revenue, and when they
had the opportunity of doing the things
they now ask this side to do, it never oe-
curred to them to carry them out. Can
such conduet he ‘deseribed as anything
but hypocrisy?  Immediately they get
inte opposition and see the difficulties
that will arise from adopting such a
course, they immediately become most en-
fhusiastie in their desire to see those
things done by the other party, things
which they never had the moral eourage
or decency to do themselves,

Mr. George interjected.

Mr. THOMAS: The hon. member is
wrapped in such a pachydermatous hide,
and has such self-appreciation that it is
impossible for any words of mine to have
the slightest effect upon him.

Mr George: Look into the glass when
you go home.

Mr. THOMAS: If the hon. member
looks into the glass when he goes home
he will see one of the most objectionable
faces in Western Australian polities to-
day.

Mr. George: That will do.

Mr. THOMAS: Noit only bave we
had this example of hypoerisy, not
only are they complaining that these
fares wnd freights are not altered in

the direction they desire, but they
overlook the fact, reiterated by the
Minister, that +the charges are less

tr-Aav than they were when the Tiberal
(~avrvnment were in power., They have
a'=n favgotten the surcharge of 1s. per tou
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which was imposed by ihe Liberal Gov-
ernment on all spur lines and which
brought in a revenue of £25,000 per an-
num.

Hon .
£14,000.

Mr. THOMAS: I prefer to aceept Lhe
assurance of the Minister for Railways
who informed us that according to the
statement of the Commissioner for Rait-
ways lhe surcharge produced between
£20,000 and £25,000 per annum, We hear
this whine to-night about what we ought
to do for the suffering farmer, and here
are the party who imposed this surcharge
which took £25,000 per annum from the
farmers whining that we are not doing
anything to assist that section of the cow-
munity. Have the annals of Western
Australian Parliamentary history ever
displayed so much hypocrisy? Here are
the things we bave done, and there are
the things bon. members opposite have
done, and yet they bave the audacity to
sit there and charge ns with not doing
those things that cught to be done in the
interest of the farmer.

Mr. George: What things?

Mr, THOMAS: The hon. membher is
a persistent interjector, and he makes use
of the most asinine interjections it has
ever been my misfortune to listen to, Ife
never says anything to illuminate a dis-
cussion; he prefers to talk gibberish and
make childish interjeefions which are
unwarfhy of any hon, member.

Mr. George: What have you said?

Mr. THOMAS: If the hon member
will only keep quiet he will have the op-
portunity of fearning. I hope, Mr.
Speaker, you will not blame me for break-
g away from the subject matter of the
motion. Tt is hecanse of these eontinual
inferruptions that ¥ am forced to get a
little bit off the track sometimes. I was
trying to drive home that we are being
hlamed for fanlts whieh are not ours, and
that we are being asked by hon. members
apposite to do things which they them-
selves never had the moral courage io
do, and when we return to the charge and
say, “You had the opportunity of doing
these things,” they reply, “Why refer fo
what we should bave done; why not eon-

Mitchell : It never reached
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-sider what you should do vourselves.” All
the lhislory of mismanagement, all the
history of the faults that have gone be-
fore, the weight that bore the hon. mem-
bers down and placed them in the posi-
tion they are ocenpying 1o-day, are, heigh
presio, o be forgotten. We are to forget
all these things, and we are to set up a
standard of eonduct they never eould
hope to aspire to. Of course it would he
delightful for the RMinister for Works
on uil these newly construeted rallways
to reduce the freights by half or a quar-
ter, and il also would be very nice for Lthe
Minister for Railways in order to assist
that onfortunate person we often hear
almosl tearful tales of—the man on the
land-—to reduce the fares by a half or
a quarter. It would be very nice, too,
if the. Minister for Lands would give
away the broad aeres of Western Aus-
tralia. All Ihese things would assist the
puor struggling settler, but as the Min-
ister for Works said just now, there is
a limit to the price we can pay for the
prosperity of the farmer. While I elaim
there is no man in Western Ausiralia, and
cerlainly not in this House, who has more
sympathy for the man struggling on the
land than I have, T say, and justly 1
think, that there are some other people
in Western Auslralia beside the farmer;
there are others who have to be consid-
ered. Whilst on the one hand we are
urged to make these reductions, if the
Minister for Works happened to be fool-
ish enough to eoncede the request, a very
few minutes afterwards there would e
a lhowl that we did not know how to
conirol the finances of the country

. Mr. George: You bave shown that all
right.

My, THOMAS: We are between the
politienl devil and the deep sea, and 30
far as T am concerned, therefore, I sin-
eerely hope that the Minister for Worls
will not dream of conceding the requests
which have heen made, We know that
there is no secfion of the community
whiell likes taxation; evervone would he
pleased to do away with it, but the affairs
of tlhis country have to be administered;
we have a defieit at the present time, I
repret to say, and it would be absurd in
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the face of that to go on making impos-
sible concessions. T sincerely trust that
the Minister will maintain the attitude he
has taken up and that he will have the
unanimons support of this side of the
House.

Mr. GEORGE (Murray-Wellingion) :
The hon. member who has just resumed
his seat has as usual entirely missed the
point hefore the House. The amendment
which has been moved contains what the
Minister indicated in his speeech he was
prepared to do. The Minister told the
House that he would call a conference of
the officers of the Public Works Depart-
ment and the Railway Department to see
whether it  was possible to make any
alteration in the charges. That is all that
is wanted,

The Minister for Works: Then why
do you not withdraw your motion?

Mr. GEORGE: It is not my motion.
If the member for York chooses to with-
draw it well and good, that is his busi-
ness. 1 am going to deal with the pecaliar
tirade we have listened to from the mem-
ber for Bunbury and which was quite
apart from the real question before .the
House. The hon. member knows more
about the medicines which another hon.
member gave us two hours of the other
night.

Mr.
again. .
Mr. GEORGE: Let me say first that
the Minister in his reply certainly made
out a very fair case, He put it this way
—whether it was better to lay the plates
along the whole distance and give the
farmers a chance of participating along
the full length of the line, or complete a
portion and give that portion to the
farmers so that they might have the fnll
effect of the redunetion to the existing
rates. Hon, members can form their own
conclusions. Then again, T might refer
to the utterances of the member for Bun-
bury when he spoke about the farmers.
The farmer referred to in this motion is
not the farmer who has already gone
through his trials, nor the farmer who
started from seratech and has made
good, bunt the man who has goue
on the land with the promise of a

Good

Thomas : old medicines
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railvay to assist him to convey his
produce to market. Yet we have the
member for Bunbury, who knows as mueh
about farmers as a pig does about his
grandmother, or perhaps as the hon.
member himself knows about his own
grandmother, referring to members on
this side of the House who are closely
connected with the man on the land
and the trials that he has fo under-
go, in the language we bave heard.
Why, if we wanted io deal with hypoerisy
where could there be a greater hypocrite
than the member for Bunbury (Mr.
Thomas)? He bad the impudenee to
come into the House and try to introduce
a Bill to enable him to swindle the people
of the State by——

Point of Order—An Incident,

Mr. Dwyer: On a point of order, is
the hon, member in order in saying that
the member for Bunbury introduced a
Bill to swindle or by which he might
swindle other people?

Mr, Speaker: No, the hon. member
is not in order.
Mr. George: I was simply drawing

attention to the faet that the member for
Cue (Mr. Heitmann) deslt the other
pight with patent medicines, and the
member for Bunbury, who is aceusing
this side of doing all sorts of things, aetu-
ally tried last session to have carried a
Bill which wounld enable him and pgentle-
men of his kidney to sell those medicines
which the member for Cue declared ought
never to be allowed to be sold.

Mr. Speaker: The member for Perth
may state his case.

Mr. Dwyer: I would point out that the
hon, member used the word “swindle”
and that he directed that word as against
the member for Bunbury (Mr. Thomas).
I think the word “swindle” is uncalled for
and unmerited, and is opposed to the
privileges under which the hon. member
kas to address the House.

Mr. Speaker: 1 will ask the "hon.
member if he made those remarks attri-
buted to him.

Mr. George : I stated that {he mem-
ber for Cue mentioned the other evening
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that there were cerlain patent medicines
—and he told us what they were——

Mr. Speaker: I undersiand that per-
fectly, but the stetement made by the
member for Perth (Mr. Dwyer) is that
the hon. member said that the member
for Bunbury introduced a Bili for the
purpose of swindling persons,

Mr, George : T should like to see the
record of (he exaet words I used.

Mr. Speaker: I will ask the Ser-
geant-af-Arms to obtain a copy of those
words from Hansard,

[Transcript of notes supplied].

Mr. Speaker: I will now read the
remarks of the hon. member, which were
as follows:—

Why, if we wanied to deal with
hypoerisy, where could there be a
greater hypoerite than the member for
Bunbury? He bad the impudence to
eome into the House and try to iniro-
duce a Bill to enable him to swindie
the People of the State,

I think the hon. member is mistaken, I
will ask him to withdraw his remarks and
apologise,

Mr. George : Yes, I will withdraw
the statement, and I suppose I must ex-
press regret at having made it in the
heat of the moment. I could have ex-
pressed my meaning in words not so
strong, but which at any rate would have
conveyed to the House what I intended.

Mr. Thomas: Have another iry.

Mr. Speaker: Order!

Mr. George: I could have another
try at the hon, gentleman, but he is not
worth it. He is one of those individnals
who hide themselves in—but I will
leave him at that,

Mr. Speaker: Order! Is
while ¢ )

Mr. George: No, but is it worth
while for that thing to talk to me?

Mr. Speaker: Order! The hon.
member will take his seat. When he is
again ealm, I will ask him to apologise.
I am sure he made that statement in the
heat of the moment, and it is not my
duty to be hard on any member when his

it worth
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passion is aroused. I will ask the hon.
member to withdraw that statement.

Mr. George: I bhave already with-
drawn it.

Mr, Speaker: Order ! I ask him to
withdraw the statement that the member
for Bunbury is a thing,

Mr. George: I will withdraw {be state-
ment that he is & thing.

Mr, Speaker: No hon. member makes
a statement of that character un-
less his feelings are aroused. I do mot
wish to be hard upen the hon. member,
bui I hope he will withdraw.

Mr. George: I will withdraw the
slatement that he is a thing, He is noth-
ing,

My, Thomas : Am T not entitled to an
apology ?

Mr. Speaker: The hon. member will
stand in his place and apologise,

Mr. George: What for ?

Mr. Speaker: I asked the hon. member
to withdraw the remark that the member
for Bunbury was a thing. .

Mr, George: Yes, T did =o, and said
he was nothing,

Mr. Speaker: The hon. member said
he wonld withdraw the word “thing”; but
ke went on to state that the member for
Bunbury was nothing. The hon. member
is not justified in making any statement
when withdrawing a remark. He must
withdraw and apologise,

Mr. George : Well, T withdraw and
apologise. May I ask vou to ask that
hon. member to eontain himself, for I am
not geing to allow him to talk to me and
I not reply.

Mr. Speaker: If the hon, member
seeks my protection he will get it.

Mr, George: Oh, I can protect myself.

Mz, Sneaker: The member for Murray-
Wellington has asked that he be not
interrupted, and I am going to insist that
he be not interrupted.

Mr. McDowall: What will the mem-
ber for Bunbury (Mr, Thomas) do %

Mr, Speaker: Order!

Debate resumed,
Mr., GEORGE: The hon. member will
mind his own business, Now that we have
zat aver that, and the Honse is gettina
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into a wood temper again, I hope I will
be permitied to eontinue my remarks. The
Minister for Tauds made mention about
this side heing hypoeritieal. But [
think he went heyond what his caimer
Judgment wounld tell him vas the pro-
per thing to do, and T am glad he was
not subjected to what I myself have been
subjected fto this evening. Ro far as the
Minister for Works is coneerned, I am
free to confess there is a considerable
amount of weight in the argument he put
forward, namely that it is better to run
the plates 2 considerable distanee and
give exven a parfial aid to a greater num-
ber of farmers than to give more eom-
plete aid to a few, as wonld be the case
if the line were entirely compieted for a
short distance. But he did not take into
acconnt what I said. I listened with ¢on-
giderable aitention to his reply. Per-
haps the reason why the line was not
hallasted was owing to the fact that there
was not snflieient rolling stock to de it.
or perhaps the distance over which the
ballast had to be brought was too far.
If it be that there is not sufficient rolling
stock, and not the means to put on more,
that, to my mind, wonld be a sufficient
reply to the question of non-ballasting.

The Minister for Works: We really
have four lines to work, being two ends
of the Wongan Hills-Mullewa line, and
the two ends of the Wickepin-Merredin
line. Consequently an enormous amount
of rolling stoek would be required.

Mr. GEORGE : Tt simply eomes down
to what I said. If we have not suflicient
rolling stock to be able to do all this at
once, T doubt whether it would be wise
to inerease the plant to enable them to
finish 733 miles in record time. Neo
doubt the farmers should have the assist-
ance. but some reason must be exercised
or the State might be landed with a tre-
mendous amount of plant, for which,
after the completion of the lines, there
wonld be very little use. That is one of
the reasons why I stated it would be bet-
ter if the policy could be carried out
which T recommended seven or eight
years ago, namely, of handing over the
construction of the lines to the Working
Railways. Then the Working Railways
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could easily maice provision, not only for
the construction, but alse to carry on the
traliic as they completed the different sec-
tions, I intend to support the amended
motion, because it is one which the Min-
ister could easily accept. [f he deeclines
to do so, and reduces the question to one
of party polities, as sugwested by an hon.
member who has just gone out of Lhe
Chamber, then of course, he will not ac-
cept it. But T think it is a matter which
shonld be kept apart from party. As the
member for Pingelly (Mr. Iarper) said,
it does not matter how blaek the Liberal
(GGovernment may have been. What does
it matter ¢ The present Government
cae in on the ery that they were going
to do better things. We desire that they
should do better, and we desire to as-
sist them in that landable effort. WWe
give them an opportunity of saying to the
whole of the people of the State,
“This is the voice, not merely of
the Government, but of the Parlia-
ment of Western Australia” Tt s
desired that if possible the rates
charged on these lines shall be reduced.
The Minister says he is convening a con-
ference. and he leads us to believe that if
the conference recommends a reduetion
it shall be earried out. I think, therefore
the motion should be aceepted as amend-
ed, and T want to see it vofed on.

Mr. ALLEN (West Perth): TIn spite
of the pill, and a non-sngared pill at that,
which the member for Bunbury (M.
Thomas) administered to this side of the
House, I am able to rise to my feet to
support the amendment and to express
regret that so mnch heat should have been
introduced on the simple amendment
moved by the member for Claremont (Mr.
Wisdom). No matter to which party we
may belong, we are all here to do the hest
we can for the farmers and all others in
the community. To my mind the debate,
which up to the present time has heen
very heated at some stapges, is hard to
understand. True, the members on the
Government side have taken exception to
some remarks made by hon, members on
this side; because they say that those hon.
members are criticising the Government
for not doing things which they them-
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selves did not attempt. To my mind, as a
comparatively new member of the House,
two wrongs do not make a right, and be-
cause the previous Governmenis made
mistakes or did not do all they might have
done, is no reason why the present Gov-
ernment shonld excuse themselves for not
doing all they possibly can for this in-
dustry. The member for Pingelly made
an earnest appeal, and he can do so be-
cause, being a representative of a farming .
disiriet, he knows perhaps hetter than I
do some of the sufferings and hardships
whicii ‘e Turmers of the State have had
to endure aml are still enduring, In a
young indusiry like agricnlture is in this
State, in which so much has to be endured
by the early settlers in clearing the land
and making their hornes, evervthing we
can possibly do to assist them should be
done,

The Minister for Works: But there
must be a limit to the cost.

Mr. ALLEN: T am aware of that, but
the amendment is such a simple one, [
am rising fo take exeeption to the heat
that has been imparted into the debate and
the personalities which have been indulged
in, which T have expressed my regret for,
and which the member for Bunbury has
so often deprecated. If the Government
can see their way clear to do anything to
assist the struggling farmer by reducing
these rates it is their duty to do it, and
althongh something of a party nature has
been introduced into thiz diseussion, T
hope the Minister will see his way elear to
accept the amendment, which practically
asks for what he has stated he intends to
do by a conference of his officers, of which
the member for York told us he had never
heard until this evening, although the
Minister for Works insinuated something
to the contrary: I again express the hope
that the Minister will agree to the amend-
ment, and that if it is in any way possible
to rednce the freights, and so assist our
farmers, that will be done.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. D. Johnson) on amendment: T am
not prepared to accept the amendment.
I have told the Chamber distinctly, as
I told the hon. member for York by
answer to & question which he asked
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previously, that the Government would
go inte this matter with a view to
revising the rates, If members on the Up-
position side are not prepared to aceept
my assurance, [ am not going to accept
a motion dictanng to me that which I have
already said T am going to do. It is dis-
tinetly. unfair and is a course which I
have never known to be adopted in this
{'hamber previously, ithat when a Minis-
ter stated that a conrse desired by hon,
members was being followed, they should
then persist in the motion for the pur-
yose of showing that the improvement on
the conditions hitherto existing was the re-
snlt of their action. For that reason 1
say it is distinetly unfair to propose the
motion, and if hon. members opposite had
desived to be fair they wonld have with.
drawn the motion immediately I pointed
out what 1 was doing; as a matter of
faet, the motion need not have been moved
in view of the stafement I made in answer
to a question that the Government were
going into the matter of a revision of the
rafes.

Mr, Monger :
September last.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member knows I stated that the re-
vision of the rates was under considera-
tion, I just want to point out in con-
nection with this rushing out of rails, that
there seems to be an idea in the minds of
hon, members that the only thing we have
left undone is the ballasting of the lines,
but the ballasting of the lines, while it
may be the most costly, is after all not a
big question in regard .o the saving of
time that we effect by running these rails
ont. In the first place we do not build
the bridges or culverts unless they are of
a small character. We run through a
gulley or creek and afterwards come back
and bnild a bridge, while operating the
line to assist the settlers, ‘We do not put
n the eattle stops but return and do that
in due course, Station bnildings and
loops to sidings are not put in. We rush
the rails through as fast as we can m
order that we may carry produce at the
earliest possible moment, and then, as soon
ns practicable afterwards, come back and
pick up the work we have left undone.

Look up your answer of
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S0, when we speak of finishing the Wicke-
pin-Merredin line, it is not only a ques-
tion of ballasting the line; the station
buildings ave not built, the catile, stops,
hridges, and culverls are not put in, and
the station yards are not made. The con-
sequence s that an enormous amounnt of
work is left undone so that we wviay assist
the settlers by getting the railway oper.
ating at the earliest possible moment. I
elnim that the poliey we bave adopted is
the Dest policy for the largest vumber of
settlers. The policy which hon. members
opposite advoeate is & poliey of finishing
a bit of line and handing it over. That
poliey is to assist a few at the expense of
the many ; our desire is to assist the many
possibly at the expense of the few, It
is just a reversal of the poliey earried cut
by our predecessors. It is distinetly un-
fair to persevere with the motion after
the promise I have made, and I am going
to ask the House to vote against it.

Mr. TURVEY (Swan): I merely de-
sire to say that, had it not been for the
definite assurance given by the Minister,
I would have supported the amendment
moved by the member for Claremont, but
I feel that it would be altogether wrong
to expect the House to support the motion
moved by the member for York, in view
of the report that is now before lon.
members by the Commissioner of Rail-
ways, in which he points ouf that even
the existing rates to-day are not paying.
Our railways are losing on ibe existing
rates and yet the motion asks that on
lines under construction the rates should
be the same as those charged on the work-
ing railways. May I say that insofar as
the amendment is eoncerned, I believe it
would have received the hearty support
of members on both sides, but I person-
ally feel that it is absolutely unwarranted
at the present juncture, in view of the
assurance given by the Minister to-night,
and previously, in reply to eertain ques-
tions asked by the member for York.

Mr. Monger: Very different from his
letter of September last.

Mr. TURVEY: It is all very well for
hon. members, who for years allowed this
rate to be imposed, to now urge upon the
present Government to do that which they
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themselves absolutely refused year in and
year out to do, and yet I venture to say
duriug the next few weeks each hon. mem-
ber sitting opposite will have a good deal
to say about the deficit. I would like {o
ask those bon. members whether they
are prepared {o assist the Government in
raising revenue by the forms of taxation
proposed. When we find that the Gov-
ernment propose to raise additional rev-
enue by increased taxation, hon. members
are up in arms immediately; yet to-night
we find them urging the Government io
reduce the rates upon the railways T
have referred to. In his report for last
year the Commissioner of Railways de-
plored the fact that the Government had
even gone so far as fo make that reduetion
of 1s. per ton on the spur lines. He
pointed out then whai it meant to the
State, and here again to-night we have
hon. members opposite urging the Gov-
ernment to make further reductions, in
gpite of the fact that the Commissioner
has persistently pointed out thet the pres-
ent rates do not pay. 1 would ask hon.
members who sit in Opposition to con-
sider whether, if they expect other hon.
members to support them in this motion,
they will give their support to the Gov-
ernment when they propose to raise rev-
enue to meet the eost of the construction
of the various lines throughout the Stale;
will they then support ithe Government in
the other forms of taxation proposed?

Hon. J. Mitchell: Certainly not.

Mr. TURVEY: But hon. members are
ready at all times to urge the Govern-
ment to reduce the rates on agrienltural
lines, and would by inference in the
House give the country to nnderstand that
they are the only persons who have been
attentive to the wants and requirements
of the farmers of Western Australia.
I noted tonight it was quite evident
that some hon. members were smarting
under the whip of the Farmers and Set-
tlers’ Association. Some of them were
spurred on by the fact that their seats
are in jeopardy. That was their reason
for trying to point out to the country
that at the point of the bayonet they are
demanding from the CGovernment that
these reductions shall be made. They
knew before the motion was launched that
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the Governwment had promised te do all
they. possibly could to assist the farmers
in that respeet, but notwithstanding that
fact we have the hypoerisy to-night of
tlis motion being brought before the
House. I hope hon. members will accept
the Minister’s assuranee, knowing as they
do that not only the Minister for Works,
but all his colleagues in Cabinet, have
given an earnest of their desire to assist
the settlers throughout Western Australia,

Mr. MONGER (York): I have in the
first place to congratulate the Minister
for Lands upon his rather objectionabla
speech this evening. The Minister went
off like a cracker. He reminded me very
much of the attitude he adopted on the
oceasion of that famous water conference
af Tammin, when he and the Minister for
Works were present. He started the
morning’s proceedings in the same way
but when evening came, and he found
that he had very strong opposition, the
attitude he sdopted was very different.
The Minister for Works made reference
to the farmers wanting everything, and
fo the way in which they agreed in the
first instance to take water from the
scheme at any price, and then when the
pipe line had been laid down attempted
to repudiate their agreement. At that
conference I have referred to, when the
Minister for Works siarted in the morn-
ing, he told the farmers he would not
budge one iota.

My, SPEAKXER: Order! If the hon.
member can apply this diseussion to the
motion I will be quite satisfied.

My, MONGER: Am I not justified in
replving to the remarks made by the Min-
ister; he referred to water supply?

Mr, SPEAKER.: The hon. member just
now made a remark about the Minister
for Lands, but another hon. member
wonld not be justified in rising to diseuss
that remark. )

Mr. MONGER: Surely I am entitled
to reply to the remarks of another hon.
member, .

Mr, SPEARER: Such remarks must
have a bearing on the motion., T
the hon. member can satisfy me that the
remarks he is making now bear on the

.motion I will be perfectly satisfed to

allow him to continue.
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Mr. MONGER: I think I ean prove lo
you that they bear on the remarks made
by the Minister for Works when he re-
ferred to the fact that the farmers agreed
to pay a certain price for ¢he water, and
the moment the pipes were laid they re-
fused to carry out the contraet. 1 want
to show to you and to the House that at
that particular conference the Minister
at 1¢ o’clock in the morning said that the
price would be eight shillings per thous-
and gallons, and that he would not budge
one iota, yet before the day's proceedings
were over the Minister agreed to a re-
duction of 25 per cent.

The Minister for Works: I did not.

Mr, SPEAKER: What has that to do
with this motion ?

Mr. MONGER: I am only replying to
the Minister.

The Minister for Works:
weeks afterwards.

Mr. MONGER: Coming closer to the
snbject, I am accused of having on the
5th September been aware of the inten-
tion of the Minister to have a conference
with his engineers on this particular
nuestion. I want to say that 1T had no
information whatever on the point until
this evening, and to prove my statement
I want to say that on the 5th September
the Minister, in writing to another hon.
member said—

Railway construetion rates will apply
on this line until it is taken over by
the Commissioner.

That was on the 5th September. On the
14th Oectober, in reply to a question
asked by me, the Minister said—

The present rate is 4d. per ton per
mile, but the question of revision is now
under consideration,

Before I received that reply to my ques-
tion, I had tabled the motion which has
heen the subject of discussion this even-
ing, and until the Minister rose and in-
formed us that a conference was abont to
take place between himself and his en-
gineers, T was not aware of it. Tven if
I had been aware of it, the Minister’s re-
Ply to that question that the rate is 4d.
and that the question of revision was
under consideration did not indieate
whether the revision is geing to have a

That was

[ASSEMBLY.]

tendency towards lowering the rate or
towards increasing it, and T think we are
perfectly justified in asking him to-night
to express in a somewhat more definite
manner than he has already done what
his intentions are and what he proposes
to snggest to that conference, beeanse we
know that in reality it will be a one-man
conference, Whatever the Minister sug-
gests his engineers and advisers will
naturally agree to. TUnder the circum-
stances T think that, with all the assur-
aneces, we on this side of the House are
perfectly justified in giving the matter
every possible publicity, In the course
of the remarks which have fallen from the
hon. members for Bunbury and Swan,
hon. members on this side of the House
have been acensed of hypocrisy. The hon.
member for Swan said that if 1t had not
been for the assurance given by the Min-
ister, he would have felt disposed to sup-
port the amendment of the hon. member
for Claremont, and yet a few minutes
afterwards he accused hon. members on
this side of the Hounse of being hypoeriti-
cal, [ think that statements of this kind
eoming from those hon. members are cer-
tainly not deserved bv us. The hon. mem-
her for Bunbury received well-deserved
castigation for his insulting remarks
towards hon, members on this side of the
House, and T will even go so far as to
sav that you. Sir, should oecasionally hear
the innuendoes that fall by way of inter.
jection, soto voce from the hon. member
for Bunbury. If vou had doue so, I do
not think you would have called the hon.
member for Murray-Wellington to order,

Mr. Lander: You rap a few out, too.

Mr. MONGER: That was no reason
why the hon, member for Bunbury shounld
interject as he did. I propose to ask hon.
members to divide on this question, so
that we shall ascertain the real feeling
of those gentlemen wlo have posed as the
farmers’ friends——that term which was so
sarcastieally reviewed by the hon, mem-
ber for Bunbury. Let us see how many
of them are prepared to support those on
this side of the House to carry a motion
which ean have but one objeet in view,
and thai is to render assistance to a
highly deserving class and a class which
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is doing more towards the development of
Western Australia than any other section
in the State.

Mr, Foley: That is & question.

Mr. MONGER : I hope therefore that
we shall find a few indeperident spirits on
the other side of the House who, even
when the whip does erack, will be able to
say that they will continne to give sup-
port and try to render assistance to a
class whom they have always, or rather
lately, ehampioned.

Mr, A, N. PIESSE {(Toodyay): I had
no intention to address the House on this
motion until having heard the speeches of
some hon. members opposite, since which
1 feel it my duty to say that this is not a
hypocritical movement. The motion is
fully justified, and althongh we have the
assnranee of the Minister that there will
be a ceonference, there is no assurance
forthcoming that that econference will
have for its objeet a reduction of the rates
charged. The Minister merely assures us
that there will be a conference. It is
most diffienlt to understand the attack or
the indignation of the Minister for
Lands, becanse there is no member in this
House who is more conversant with the
position of the men on the land than the
Minister for Lands. He knows full well
that many of them have two years and
running into the third year of rents due,
and it is with the greatest difficulty that
these people are able to carry on. Now,
however, they have a ecrop which will
return them some little for their last thyee
years’ labour, and here we seek only what
isefair, and that is a reasonable rate for
the carrying of their produce over ihese
lines.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter) : Why was it not fair when your own
party were in power?

Mz, A. N. PIESSE: The farmers were
in a better position then. The Honorary
Minister has only to think for one mo-
ment and he must realise that the farmers
were much better off financially two years
ago than they are now. How can the few
extra pounds which the Government will
receive from the higher rates materally
affect the finaneial position of the State?
Tt wil! very materially affect the position
of those farmers from whom it will be
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extracted. It is a serions matter for them;
it is a big sum for them, but for the State
it is a small sum, T feel sure that hon.
members opposite must realise that they
should not take this motion in the light
of an attack on the present Administra-
tion. It is nothing of the kind, It is a
matter on which we feel it our bounden
duty to make eclear the faet that this 1s
an unjust demand on the farming com-
munity. I hope sincerely that the Min-
ister will go further with his assurance,
and say that he sees fit to induce the eon-
ference to bring about a reduetion. The
Minister ought not merely to assure the
House that a conference will be held; we
know what conferences are. We have had
them from time to time; we remember es-
pecially the Tammin conference. There
is likely to be little derived from the
forthcoming conference, knowing as we
do from repeated experience what sym-
pathy is extended by the permanent offi-
cers in their eonferences with the Minis-
ter. I contend that the enrenrostances
justify the motion, and I feel sure that
the Ministers, if they speak honestly,
must admit that these people are entitled
to all the consideration that ean be given
to them in the present eircumstances, If
there is hypocrisy anywhere, it is on the
Government side.

Mr. FOLEY (Leonora): After hearing
the many speeches on this question I
would suggest that the 1nover should

withdraw the motion. I do so for this
reason

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon, member is
discussing the amendment,

Mr. FOLEY: If the motion were with-
drawn there would be no need for the
amendment, and rather than see the
amendment carried I think it would be
better to have no motion at all on the
record of proceedings, because the Min-
ister, in his reply to the mover of the
amendment, pointed out clearly his in-
tention to settle this question once for
all by placing it in the hands of men who
understand it, and to settle it not with
consideration to party or politics,: but
fromn the point of view of the finances of
the State. As one who has no political
eonnection whatever with the farming in-
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tercs<ts, I consider that each and every
member in this Chamber has at heart the
interests of any man who is opening up
this ¢onutry whether in farming, mining,
or any other form of industry. The hon.
member who has just resumed his seat
pointed out that the last two seasons have
worked great hardship on the men who
are siruggling on the land, but the point
of difference which T have never heard
discussed 1s this: when we are consider-
ing these rates we are not considering
solely those men who are opening up the
land at the present time, but men who in
many instanees are in a thriving position
and who have attained that position
through much assistance from various
Governments irrespective of whether they
were Labour or anti-Labour Govern-
ments. The hon. member for Toodvay
said it was nof good enough for bim that
the eonference should argue the question
from the point of view of its effect on
the State as a whole, and I take it that
he wants it to be a win, tie, or
wrangle arrangement. When the con-
ference meets the hon. member desires
that the sole intention will he, not
‘to regulate the freights, but to con-
sider how far they can be reduced.
The Minister has given his assurance that
the farmers and the country generally
will be eonsidered to the extent that the
men who are capable of discussibg this
question will deal with it, and when the
report is available hon. members wilt then
have a belter idea how to vote if a vote
is ealled for. I do not doubt the honesty
of hon, members who have spoken re-
garding the conference—I did not know
until to-night that this conference was to
talkke place—but when the Minister told
the House that the rates would be con-
sidered I think that after the various
promises made in the past and the fact
that the results of those promises are
manifest to the House. hon. members
shonld have aceepted that assurance. The
hon. memher for Toodyay stated that the
last two seasons had done much to mili-
tate against the suecess of the farmers,
but it is surprising that not long since,
when the same hon. gentleman was dis-
cussing the farmers——
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Mr. SPEAKER : Order!
member is out of order,

My, FOLEY: If I am out of order I
will not touch upon that phase of the
question, but I want to say, as a member
who does not represent a farming con-
stituency at all, that I have the benefit
of this State at heart. There is no need
either for the motion or the amendment.

Mr. MeDOWALL (Coolgardie): The
hon. member for York made the threat
a little while ago that his objeet in en-
lightening the House on this question was
to let the farmers see who took an inter-
est in them and who were anxious to
asgist them. T would not have risen on
this guestion at all but for that threat,
which was a very unfair remark to make
in a debate of this kind. As the ques-
tion stands at the present time we eannot
absolutely vote for this motion. Tt would
be like holding a pistol at the head of the
Minister for Works if we carried a mo-
tion of this description, as the Minister
distinetly stated that the question of these
rates was under review. ITe has distinetly
stated this evening that he is having a
conference to deal with them. Some hon.
members want to go further and say he
must do these things, thus placing the
Minister in an undignified position, It is
absurd to say that because we vote against
the motion we are voting against the in-
terests of the farmer, That is all T de-
sire to emphasise, as it is an unreasonable
position to place us in, and the farmers
need not imagine we are agalnst them
because we eannot support "B motion
which is unfair and places a Minister®f
the Crown in an undignified position.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister) : In a few words I wounld like
te point out that the hon. member for
York (Mr. Monger) has been a member
of this Chamber for many years, but this
iz the first time he has seen the necessity,
in conneetion with railways nnder econ-
struetion, of redueing the rate to the
farmers. During all the years he has
sat in this Chamber he has never seen the
necessity for it previously. Even his eol-
league, the hon. member for Northam
{(Hon. J. Mitchell) never saw any neces-
sity for it,

The hon.
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Hon. J. Mitchell: Yes, always,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister) : The hon. member says “yes,
always,” yel all the time he was taking
this money from the farmer. I want to
point out that no Government in Western
Australia ever did more for the farmers
than the present Government have done.

Hon. J. Mitchell; Said more.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister): If anytbing at all, we have
done too much, and I am very much sur-
prised that at the present juncture a mo-
tion of this kind should be brought up
in tlis Chamber.

Mr. Monger: Oh!

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister) : It is all very well for the hon.
member to say “Oh”; he should have said
it n long time ago. If he thought the
rotes charged on new railways during
constriuetion were too high, then it was
his duly to bring it before Parliament.
Did le do so? The rates charged now
are no different from what they bave been
since Western Anstralia has been build-
ing railways; if anything they are less.
o far as the farmers are eoncerned the
charges have been less every time, so far
as the presenl Government have been con-
cerned, but hon. members opposite are
anxious to see ihe present Government in
finaneial difficulties if they can manage
it. Wec have done more for the farmers
than cver any hon. member opposite has
done. If T had my way I would not agree
te reduce these rates at all. T =ay the
system which has been followed by pre-
vious (Fovernments, and the charges which
have been made by previous Governments,
have been maintained so far as the pre-
sent Government are concerned,

Mr. A, k. Piesse: Wonld you apply
that to fertilicer?

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN (Honorarv
Minister) : T would apply it so far as new
railways are eoncerned. It is not so very
fong ago since Lion. members opposite
founed it necessary 1o charge increasel
rafes on new railways handed over to the
department. Last vear the present Gov-
ermuent had to make a redaeiion to the
extent of £20,000.
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Hon. J. Mitchell; That was in terminal
charyes, largely paid by timber companies
and not by the farmers at all

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister) : Take the new railway frow
Northam to Dowerin, and take the railway
from Katanning to Kojonup, Were they
timber railways or farming railways? So
far as this motion is econcerned, it has
beenr broughl about with one speerial ob-
jeel, because the farmers themselves have
been compelled now to band themselves
together lo protect their interests from
those who have been supposed to repre-
sent them in this House for so many
years. They have banded themselves to-
gether to get rid of that yoke which has
been upon them for so long. One gentle-
man said it was because a certain party
was not sincere. Everything that it has
heen possible to do for lhe farmers has
been done by the present Government.

Mr, MULLANY (Menzies): The ve-
marks of the hon, member for York (Mr.
Monger) when speaking to the amend-
ment gave his own case away, [ refer
to the hon, member’s remark that he in-
tended to call for a division to show the
farmers who weve their friends and who
were oposed to them. I eannot help
having formed ihe opinion that this was
more the hon, member’s objeet than to
assist the farmers, 1 intend fo oppose
the motion affer having heard the ex-
planation given by the Minister for
Works, showing that the whole resources
of the Public Works Department have
heen strained by endeavouring to bring
the rails out into these farming distriets
and putting these facilities there, with
the result that the farmers are in an in-
finitely befter position this year than they
were on previons oceasions, and are better
off than possibly they ever hoped to bz
under the administration of our friends
who nre now on the Opposition benches.
This motion has been snbmitted to-night
for electioneering purposes, aud, there-
fore. T intend to oppose it, as the Mini-
sler for Works is doing all that can rea-
sonably he expected to be done in the in-
tovests of the farmers of this State.

Ameadment put and passed.
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Question, as amended, put and a divi-
sion laken with the following result:—
Ayes . . .. 10
Noes . . .. 23

Majority against 13

Avua.
Mr. Allen Mr. Monger
Mr. George Mr. Moore
Mr. Leifroy Mr. A. E, Plesse
Mr. Mals Mr. A. N. Plesse
Mr. Mlichell Mr. Wisdom
(Teller).
Noes,
Mr. Angwin Mr. Lander
Mr. Bath Mr. Lewis
Mr. Bolton Mr. Mc¢Donald
Mr. Carpenter Mr. MeDowall
Mr. Collier Mr. Mullany
Mr. Dwyer Mr. Munsle
Mr. Foley Mr. Bwan
Mr. Gardiper Mr. Thomaa
Mr. Gill Mr. Turvey
Mr. Green Mr. Walker
Mr. Hudson Mr. Heltinann
Mr. Johnson (Teller)

Question as amended, thus negatived.

BILL—WATER SUPPLY, SEWERAGE
AND DRAINAGE ACT AMEND.
MENT. .

Retnrned from the Legisiative Counecil
with an amendment,

BILL—FISHERIES ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Council’s Message,

Message from the Legislative Couneil
received, notifying that the amendment
made by the Assembly had been agreed
to.

MOTION—HOSPITAL FOR INSANE,
CLAREMONT, TO INQUIRE.

Mr. GILL (Leederville) moved—
That a select committee be appointed
to inquire into the management of the
Hospital for Insane and Incbriates at
Claremont,
He said : T do not intend to say a great
deal in commending this motion to the
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House, and it is not my intention to make
any rash statements against the admin-
istration of the department with which
the motion deals. During the past few
months there have been made some seri-
ous eharges made in regard to this in-
stitution, I have had them made to e
by different persons, and they have been
made even within the last day or two.
They bear somewhat seriously on the ad-
ministration of the institution, and for
that reason I have taken this action in
order to elear up the matter. I hesitated
for some time to take action, realising,
as I did, the difficalty there wonld be in
proving statements made regarding an in-
stitution of this kind. I know often times
tittle tattle is heard about the streets and
persons are prepared to make charges,
but when it eomes to an investigation,
these persons are found wanting. Realis-
mg that, T hesitated for some time before
moving, but the people to whom I have
alluded have persisted in their state-
ments and particularly so in regard to
the unuecessary expenditure now being
incurred in connection with the employ-
ment of attendants at that institution,
and seeing that they bave persisted in
repeating them, and declaring that thev
were prepared to come forward and sub-
stantiate what they stated, I considered
it my duty to move as I have done with
the idea of clearing up the atmosphere,

Hon. J. Mitchell : Is that the only
point?

Mr. GILL : That is one point, and it
is sufficient, I think, to warrant me in
asking the House to appoint a select com-
mittee, It has been stated that there
has heen nnnecessary expenditure during
the last three or four months in the em-
plovment of attendants, and that this ex-
penditare has ran into some £1,500. The
chief point that concerns me gnd con.
cerns those who have made the charges—
and I have no hesitation in saying that
the people who have made the charges
are attendants employed at the instiin-
tion

Hon. J. Mitchell : Could not the Min-
ister make the ingniry without appoint-
ing a committee?
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Mr. GILL : T prefer that there should
be an independent inguiry into the mat-
ter, and perhaps there are other matters
also that will bear an investigation.
However, the point that has been stressed
4o me is that most of the unnecessary ex-
penditure has been brought about within
the past few months. It may seem
strange that this charge should be made
by some’ of the attendants themselves,
and we would not expect such & thing
from those who are working there. At
the beginning of July of this year, the
Government decided to adopi the eight
honrs - principle at that institution. It
was well known that the head of the es-
tablishment was strongly opposed to its
introduction, and it has been represented
to me that with the object of bringing
the system into disrepute and disfavour,
the superintendeni has overloaded the
place with attendants to the extenl of
ten more than are required to the work.
If the men who are prepared to point out
that and prove that the head of the in-
stitution has been employing that number
of men more than are necessary, I think
those who have supplied this information
should be commended.

Hon, J. Mitchell : They shounld go to
the Minister and not to vou.

Mr. GILL : They have come to me, at
any rate. 1 eannot prove whether or not
these statements are true, but they are
sufficiently serious to warrant an inquiry
being held. It bas been suggested to me,
not by the Minister, but by others that
we should have a departmental inguiry,
but I abject to such a method of investi-
gation. To my way of thinking, it is
only natural where we have public ser-
vants as heads of departments, conduct-
ing an inquiry, that they will be sym-
pathetic towards each other, and there-
fore by a deparitmental inquiry it would
not be possible to get ut the trne posi-
tion in the same way as we would by
means of a select committee. It has
been pointed out to me in connection with
the overlapping that is going on at that
institution that one shift comes along at
7 o’eloek in the morning and works until
4. Another shift ecomes along at 12.30,
and goes on until 9. A third shift comes

1931

along at 3 and works until 11; so that at
one period of the day there are the who]c
three shifts at work,

Myx. George: That is a reﬂectlon on the
management, .

- Mr: GIEL : It is if the statement is

«correct. It has also been pointed out that

before the introduction of the eight hours
system, the number of men employed-in
the wards on Sunday never exceeded siw,
and sometiaes there were five, but at the
present time there is never less than nine
and oftentimes eleven. If such is-tha
case, that matter should be investigated.
Altogether Lthe statements are snfficientiy
serious to warrant an inquiry being held,
and as T have already stated, I prefer
that the inguiry should be by members,
who will do what I believe to be justice
to all parties concerned. IF these state-
ments are correct, they cught to he
righted, and if they are inecorrect the
management should he exonerated. These
statements have not been made to me
alone, they have been made to other hon.
members,

Mr, George: It is not the easiest mat-
ter to get superintendents for such insti-
tutions. 1

Mr. GILL: I do not think that is a
matter which should come into the ques-
tion.

Mr, (leorge: A superintendent of such
an institution should he judged by his
peers, those who know the work,

Mr. GILL: We do not require an ex-
pert in lunacy to determine whether the
administration at the institution in the re-
spects T have indicated is right or not.
What we want to find out is whether ihe
statements are correct or not, and whether
this nnnecessary expenditure has been in-
curred since the introduction of the eight-
hours prineiple. Naturally, there must be
an increase in the expenditure owing to
the faet that an additional number of
attendants is required in connection with
the introduetion of the eight-hours system,
but the statement has been made that there
has been spent £1,500 unnecessarily, and
I desire to clear that wp. There are other
matters which will also be inquired into if
the committee is appointed; for instance,
expenditure has been inereased in the en-
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gineering division, There may be reasons
for that, and it will be good to investi-
gate that matter as well. It will be noticed
that I also include in the motion the in-
ebriates’ ward, In connection with that,
we have had some questions asked in the
House, and there is no doubt that there is
room for improvement in regard to the
treatment of the persons in that branch
of the institution. The statements which
have been made are that persons who are
admitted as inebriates are often allowed to
spend a day in the city, attend to their
business and do as they please and return
to the institution at night. Very offen
they go down there late at night and there
is a cab ab the station to meet them. Tf
that state of affairs is correct, it should
not be permitted to continue.

Mr, George: It is a sort of boarding
house, '

Mr, GTLL: 1t is better than a boarding
house, because cabs do not meet boarders
at a railway station. There were many
inmates of that ward who desired to have
a look at the show, but they were refused
permission, yel others are allowed day
after day to go to town, transact their
business and go home when they please,
and be met at the station by a cab.

Mr. Allen: That is part of the treat-
ment they pay for.

Mr. GILL: .If that is so, it is time we
altered it. I do not know whal the
charges are, I understand that these peo-
ple pay £1 a week. There are many
other statements made, but I have no in-
tention of taking up mmeh more of the
time of the House. What I have said
ought to be sufficient to show that the
management is not all that could be de-
sired, and it is time some inquiry was
made, I do not know whether the Gov-
ernment will oppose this motion or not.
I am convinced, however, that there is
sufficient to warrant an investigation of
some kind in connection with this insti-
tution, and I hope the Government will
agree to the appointment of & select com-
mittee, so that the matter may be cleared
up. I am particularly anxious to get rid
of those by whom T have been pestered a
good deal during the last few months.
owing to a desire on their part to have

‘as 1 am eoncerned.
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an investigation. I have hesitaled to
ask for an investigation, or to move
in that direction, owing to the diffi-
enlties which, I reahsed presented them-
selves, However, that is the case so far
There are many
smaller details in eonnection with this
matter which require investigation if
the committee is appointed, and I hope it
will be appointed, for the purpose of
going into the whole question in connee-
tion with the whole management of the
institution,

Mr. FOLEY (Leonora): - I am glad
that the hon. member who moved the mo-
tion did not do as is done so frequently,
namely, take one side or the other on a
question which he is endeavouring to have
investigated by a seleet committee. The
hon. member has taken a fair view of it
and stated that certain assertions have
been made against the management, and
that some of these assertions, he considers,
are backed up by strong argument, while,
perhaps, there is not sneh good founda-
tion for others, He wishes a commitiee
to be appointed, and he wishes it to have
the fullest seope, and that when the com-
mittee has arrived at a decision it shall
give to the House the benefit of the know-
ledge it has gained. Reference has been
made to the eight hours system in the in-
stitntion.  As one who believes in that
system, T do mnot think that the system
should cost any more than any other from
a finaneial point of view. I do not see
why a very much greater number of men
should be called wpon to do the work. X
do not see also that the money, if it is
heing wasted, as the hon. member has
been led to think it has in regard to the
inebriates department. should be wasted.
We all know that when the Bill was going
throngh the Chamber the Attorney Gen-
eral, in introducing it. had one specific
idea in his mind, namely. that of endeav-
ouring to do some good by attempting fo
eure the disease of drink. As one not
narrow-minded on that question, I say
each and every member who supported
that measure was earnest in his desire
that the institution shounld do something
towards the elimination of that disease;
but when we find statements made that
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men are in there at the will of the Gov-
ernment and of the department, I say it
is up to this Chamber, if it is at all pos-
gible, to see that the taxpayer who pays
his money without being affected by the
disease, to see that his money is not
wasted in the direction of providing what
is practieally a home for men for whom
it is almost impossible, through that Aet,
to do any good in regard to the disease
they are suffering from. If the commit-
tee gets to work and diseovers all it is
yossible to find out in regard to that ques-
tion, I do not think that the time and
money expended by the commitfee will
have been wasted. Reverting to the
eight hours system, I know personally
that the head of that institution is mnot
favourable, I do not know whether to the
eight hours system, but I am positively
certain that that gentleman is not in fav-
our of unionism. This is evidenced by
the fact that when a union was formed,
and some of the employees of that insti-
thtion wished to hold a meeting, and
when, to allow the emplovees to know
that the meeting was taking place, a
notice was posted in the institubion-—
which is the usage adopted in every in-
stitution where there is unionism—that
notice was forn down and the man who
put it up was carpeled and told that
thére was to be none of that business in
that institution.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Hear, hear..

Mr. FOLEY: The hon. member does
not know what unionism is. Tt s only
when unionism 15 banded together against
helpless persons who cannot assist them-
selves, that the hon. member understands
it. Whenever that phase of the question
is hronght forward we find there are =ome
whe stick up for unionism. Wien there
is. unionism amongst persons otherwise
nob able to help themselves, such as the
unionisin in this institution, when the
serranis of the institukion find that ihew
are not working to the best advantace,
that the labour they are =elling to the
Government is not being sold under ihe
best conditions, it is not a question. as
the member for Northam (Hon, J. Mit-
chell) will say, of sacking the men.who
made the compiaint. They should rather
be lauded to the skies if they are honest
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enough to say that by their employment,
once they have had an opportunity of
saying what the conditions of sale of their
labour shall' be, they are willing and
anxious to give a fair day’s work for a
fair day’s wage, If there were more ser-
vants desirous of giving to the State a
fair day's work for a fair day's weage
there would not be much eriticism, nor
such a deficit as there is at the present
time, and the day labour system right
thronghout the State would be having a
fairer go than it is getting at the present
time. If this select committee can only
bring out the fact that o reduced amount
of expenditure in the employment of em-
ployees in the hospital for the insane and
ingbriates can be brought aboui, the
money will not have been wasted, and it
will be an incentive to other members of
the House to eandeavour to made redue-
tions in the expenditore in other indus-
tries and institutions uwnder Government
control.

Hon, J. MITCHELL (Northam): The
member who moved this resolution made
out a very weak case indeed. 'There is
one point to whieh T objeet very

_sirongly, namely the sfatement that the

management deliberately set to work to
show that the cight hours system would be
too costly, and employed an unnecessary
nuomber of men, merely "fo inerease the
expenditure. I think that is a very seri-
ons statement to make and a reflection on
the AMinister,

dir. Dwyer: He wants an investigation,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: There is no case
for a select committee, although thers
may be some eage for Ministerial inguiry.
The hon. member should have gone 1o the
Minister and told him what he had
heard. Tf the people at the asylum are
salisfied that wrong is being done they
should have gone to the Minister. The
men who fail in their duty to their Min-
ister are the men who usually, suffer and
not the men who are doing the duty for
which they are engaged. It seems an
extraordinary thing that this matter
should be broucht up in this Honse, We
arc asked to have a select committee be-
canse £1,500 s vesr is being paid away
in wages to men whose services are un-
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necessary. May I ask the Honorary
Minister if he thinks that is a justifieation
for a select eommittee? It would be
ridiculous to appoint a select eommittee
to inquire into a small expenditure of
this kind.

Mr, Dwyer: Fifteen hundred pounds is
a fair amount.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Yes, bot the
Minister is responsible. Wil the House
say that the Minister is not capable of
dealing with this simple matter? Having
listenied to the mover of the motion, will
members say that it is a matter which
justifies Parliamentary intervention at
all?

Mr. Foley: You say that the Minister
is capable of nothing.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: He is capable
of something,

Mr. Dwyer:
lunatie asylum,

Hon. J, MITCHELL: Some hon. mem-
bers are qualified for that place. No
case has been made out for the select
committee, and T hope the Minister will
oppose the motion. T realise that wher-

Capable of managing a

ever men are employed, workmen ecan’

take to some member a complaint against
their employer or thelr immediate chief.
The very slightest matter is often suffi-
cient excuse for a man to go to a mem-
ber and ask for a seleet committee to
inquire, But that is not sufficient justi-
fieation for that hon. member te move in
this House. So far as the inebriates are
concerned it would be well if hon. mem-
bers gave the proposal of the Attorney
General a chance. Let us see what the
anthorities ean do.  They have done
magnificent work up to the present, and
there is no reason at all why a man whao
places himself nnder the care nf officers
of the Government should be treated as
a prisoner. The officers are doing a
grand work. Therefore, let the system
alone, and let the men who are reforming
have the greatest possible chance,

Mr, Gill: Where is the reform when
they are in town all day?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: There may be
some reform. A man places himzelf under
the conirol of the officers and asks to be
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allowed to go to town in the day. He
comes back sober in the evening

Mr, Dwyer: Then why does ke take a
cab? .

Hon, J. MITCHELL: Why does the
Honorary Minister have a ear to take
him home? TIs it because he is tight? I
believe that great good is being done at
this institution. A man who places him-
self in the hands of the authorities ean-
not give up his buasiness unless the
authorities think it necessary. If they
have him there for a month or six
weeks and then think it is possible to
allow him to go to town on business, why
should he not be allowed to go out? T
say that we should treat the patients as
well as we can. The great object is to
cure them of the drink habit,

The Minister for Lands: But we ought
to get enough from them.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: That is a Min-
isterial matter. MMinisters are quite eap-
able of charging two guineas a week
without appointing a select committee.

The Minister for Lands: If the Minis-
ter had to coneern himself with the
amount {o be charged as board he would
never get through his business.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I believe a
Liberal Minister could. T do not know
ahout T.abour Ministers, but T believe that
the two Honorary Ministers eould very
well go inte this matter,

Mr. Gill: They wonld send an officer
to make inqniries and he would come
back and say that everything in the garden
was lovely,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I know the hon.
member who moved the motion thinks it is
necessary to appoint a select committee,
but the case he made out 1s altogether in-
sufficient, If Ministers themselves think
they are incapable of dealing with such a
matter as the number of servants to be em-
ploved, then T quite agree with the hon.
member that we must have Parliamentary
intervention. I merely rose to sav that I
think the hon. member will do well to give
the inebriates a chance. When the Attor-
ney General placed that Aet on the Staf-
ute hook he did a good work for Western
Australia, and T think it wonld be a pity
if members of Parliament interfered and
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destroyed the good work that is now
being done. The management must be
supported. If weare to have diseipline in
the service we cannot have these constant
pinpricks against the men in control. T
hope Ministers will resist the motion for
a select committee, inquire into the mat-
ter themselves, and then make a frank
statement to the House. If there is any-
thing behind the statement that has been
made we can go infe that, but the hon.
member who brought forward the motion
is responsible. He has merely given us a
statement which he says justifies his ac-
tion, and he cannot now say that there is
something else which he wishes to have
inquired into. Whatever is done I hope
discipline will be observed, and that the
good work being done will not be placed
in jeopardy by undue interference. More
than once this question has been referred
to and T think it is te be regretted. I
hope that Ministers will make inguiries
and submit a statement to the House, and
that when that statement is made it will
satisfy hon. members and that for the
time being at least they will refrain from
eriticism. It is a departure that I approve
of entirely, and T believe the public gen-
erally approve of the good work that is
being done.

Mr. Foley: You would not stick up
for the management right or wrong, wonld
you?

Hon., J. MITCHELL: I would not
stick up for the Minister if T believed he
was wrong, but I believe the Minister is
capable of dealing with everything
brought forward by the hon., member to-
night, and we expect him to do that, At
any rate we are not going to stnltify our-
selves by apreeing that the hen. member
was justified in bringing the matter for-
ward. The hon. member has the Minister
to go to and if the Minister has not time
to zo into the matter he is not fit to be
Minister. I think he has the necessary
time, If the worst that ean be said of this
institution has been said then there is very
little to complain of. There may be
waste in the Claremont asylum. If
we want tc preserve the interests of
the reople and to reduee expendi-
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ture, there are heaps of opportunities
very much better than this case presents.
However, 1 merely enter my protest
against the motion, and as I said, I hope
that the discussion will be adjoeurned, and
that when the matter comes on again the
Minister will make a frank and reason-
able statement, and will tell the hon, mem-
her he agrees with me that a select com-
mittee should not be appointed,

On motion by Hoen. W. C. Angwin
{Honorary Minister) debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 10.52 p.m.

Tegisiative Council,
Thursday, 23rd October, 1913.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m,, and tead prayers.

PAPERS—SEED POTATOES, IM-
PORTATION,

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY
woved—

That there be laid on the Table of
the House all the papers in conneclion
with the experiment of imporiing seed
potatoes from England, including—
(1) the cost of the seed; (2) the money
derived from disposal of same; (3} the
results of the experiment.

{East)

He said: In moving the motion standing
in my name, 1 desire to call attention to
the faet that from what we ean hear
there have been very large sums of money
expended in introdueing new potatoes
into the State, and all with a very good
object; but from the man in the street



